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TRUST 
By Ida A. Guirey 


T IS good to think of gardens 
When snow is on the ground, 

And to know when shadows gather 

There is glory all around, 
To have a song within us 

When we do not hear a sound, 
To rejoice that as we journey 

We are Homeward bound. 


It is good in time of trouble 
To wait quietly and rest 
In the Lord who maketh all things 
Work together for the best, 
To know that He is guiding 
When we cannot see the way, 
And, all to Him committing, 
Follow day by day. 





. Song as a Safeguard 


Music in the heart and on the lips 
is a shield against temptation. In one 
of the great Old Testament chapters on 
victory, Jehoshaphat “appointed singers 
unto the Lord ... and when they began 
to sing and to praise, the Lord set am- 
bushments against the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were 
come out against Judah; and they were 
smitten” (2 Chron. 20:21, 22). Elihu 
lamented the fact that “none saith, 
Where is God my maker, who giveth 
songs in the night?” (Job. 35:10.) The 
following story is a simple and telling 
illustration of the value of Christian 


song appearing on the French calendar, 
Meditations Quotidiennes, recently, in 
connection with this verse, “For the joy 
of the Lord is your strength” (Neh. 8:10). 
It may be translated thus: “A little boy 
who was watching birds in a field finally 
saw a little singer perch on a branch. 
Just as he was going to throw a stone 
at. him, the bird began to sing. Slowly 
the child let the stone fall, listened until 
the end of the song, and then watched 
the bird fly away. ‘Why didn’t you 
throw the stone at him?’ asked a gentle- 
man who was there. ‘I couldn't, I 
couldn’t, because he was singing so 
nicely.’ It is thus that the Enemy of our 
soul watches for the moment when he 
can shoot a poisoned arrow at us, either 
of doubt or fear. Sing, sing in the heart 
of the battle. The trial may be terrible, 
the march seem long, but let the glory 
which thrills your soul come out in sing- 
ing. The Devil will flee. He does not 
like songs of praise. The joy of the Lord 
is excellent as a means of defense in a 


fight.” Many of our hymns have come 
out of times of trial and they are 
couched in words that will help us when 
we are in trouble. If we go over them 
silently in our own minds, or in prayer, 
they will cheer us and help us trust in 
God; if we sing them aloud, they may 
lift someone else’s heart; and in either 
case they will help to drive off the 
Enemy. A singing heart is a mark of 
the fullness of the Spirit: “Speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and. hymns and 
spiritual songs, singing and making mel- 
ody in your heart to the Lord; giving 
thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:19, 20). And much 
the same thought is found in Colossians, 
where sO many passages parallel] the 
teachings of Ephesians: “Let the word 
of Christ dwell in you richly in al] wis- 
dom; teaching and admonishing one an- 
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). 


% 


Come—Take—Learn 


By the late Dr. J. Stuart Holden 


“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Matt. 11:28). 


HIS is one of the great words of the 
Evangel. Every age has had, and 
has, its own spirit of restlessness. 
And in the midst of all its turmoil, and 
clash, and conflict, Jesus Christ has set 
forth, through His servants, and by His 
Spirit, this Gospel of rest. And, after 
all, there is nothing which men and 
women need so much as true rest. There 


is nothing for which the heart of man’ 


cries out so much as for that rest, which 
does not dull the senses, but rather re- 
inforces and restores, with a view to 
the conflict and the crown. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“These things I have spoken unto 
you, that in me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” (John 
16:33). 




















“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest,” says the Saviour. What a won- 
derful insight into human need! Never 
was there spoken so appropriate a word, 
so apposite to every age, and to every 
class, as when Christ formulated into 
this wonderful sentence the Gospel 
which He came to bring to men. For 
behind the feverous competition which 
is always characteristic of the business 
of the ages, behind the -untiring search 
for Knowledge which enlightened men 
have always made, behind the clash 
and conflict of human wills and ideals, 
behind the anxiety which men fee] con- 
cerning the future, Christ detects the 
ceaseless throb of an unformulated and 
unexpressed desire for that which goes 
to make up rest. Men yearn for full- 
ness of knowledge, for amplitude of 
strength, for security of tenure, for cer- 
tainty of good—things which all goto 
make up what Christ calls “rest.” And 
when Christ takes this wonderful word, 
He is just articulating a common con- 
sciousness, and expressing that which all 
men know, but which few men can de- 
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fine. He is just taking that common uni- 
versal emotion, and desire, and giving 
it a name, and holding up to those who 
are wrought and rent by their own con- 
scious needs a wondrous gift which will 
meet their innermost needs. This is the 
force and appeal that Christ’s Gospel 
possesses, 

Yet in view of the prevailing condi- 
tions in the world today, it might ap- 
pear, at first sight, that there is nothing 
which seems more inappropriate than 
this gospel of rest. And, after all, it is 
with the present that we have to deal. 
This is an age when the thought of rest 
is not a befitting idea at all. This is 
a world in which there must be no place 
for laziness. Rest, at any rate, in its 
lower, lesser, unworthier interpretations, 
has but little place in our vocabulary. 
No one has a right to eat the bread of 
idleness. A gospel, the keynote of which 
seems to be that of ease in an age of 
restlessness, seems to be singularly in- 
appropriate. 

Let it also be borne in mind that 
Christ elsewhere in the Gospel speaks 
about men coming to Him for a conflict, 
and for hard, strenuous toil. He said: 
“I am come to send fire on the earth” 
(Luke 12:49); “I came not to send peate, 
but a sword” (Matt. 10:34). “Strive to 
enter in at the strait gate” (Luke 13:24). 
“If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself” (Matt. 16:24). Jesus 
Himself has made men restless, for He 
sets before them such a high ideal of 
life and conduct that no man who has had 
his conscience quickened can rest upon 
his oars, and be content to go with the 
stream, 

Think of that rest that Christ offers 
to men. What are its vital meanings? 
If we read the life of Christ rightly, 
not only as the One who uttered these 
words, but as the One who lived them, 
we realize that rest is not just a religious 
or mental emotion; and certainly it is not 
the mere acceptance of the inevitable. 
Rest is no weak satisfaction with things 
as they are. Still less is rest, in Christ’s 
meaning of the word, a laying aside of 
-the clamant, dominating duties of life. 
Rather is the rest which Christ gives 
that harmony of the spirit with God, that 
harmony of the heart with the purpose 
of God, which" alone qualifies men for 
serious duty, for ceaseless struggle, and 
for fruitful service in the world, 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.” Notice the wonderful twofold de- 
scription that Christ gives here of life. 
He divides life,.and the men who live, 
into this twofold definition—those who 
labor and those who are burdened. Life 
is to some active toil, and to others pas- 
sive endurance. Some think of life as 
a duty to be accomplished, and others 
know life as a burden to be sustained 
and borne. Life for everyone means a 


doing and a bearing. While Christ’s 
call is addressed to all who are thus 
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comprised,. primarily it is addressed, 
surely, to those who, in the labor of 
life, have “sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23), those 
who have spent life “for that which is 
not bread” (Isa, 55:2), and who, in con- 
Sequence, are burdened, not with life’s 
duties, not with life’s sorrows, but with 
the awful weight of their own misdoing. 
“The Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost” (Luke 19: 
10). Christ here lays His finger with 
unerring skill upon the root cause of 
all life’s restlessmess—heart alienation 
from God. 

How well does Christ know the hu- 
man heart! “Come unto me, all ye who 
have laboured and lost. Come unto me, 
all ye whose consciences are unsleep- 
ing:* and I will give you rest.” For 
Christ claims in this word of His that 
He alone can give rest to the troubled 
conscience, that He alone can’ lift the 
burden which would, otherwise, never 
be removed. He claims that life’s tasks 
can only be worthily accomplished, and 
life’s burdens rightly borne, by associa- 
tion with Himself. And this He sets 
out to make a reality to men. How? 
By revealing the Father. He says: “All 
things are delivered unto me of my 
Father’ (Matt. 11:27), therefore “come 
unto me.” Christ gives rest to the un- 
easy conscience by revealing the Father; 
and in this connection He. is, indeed, 
“the way, the truth, and the life” (John 
14:6). It is Jesus who reveals that the 
great atoning sacrifice for man’s sin 
originated in the heart of the Father. 
God loved, and so loved, that He gave 
His only begotten Son.* 

It is popular today, and, surely, it is 
a popular error, to suppose that the 
Father were all might, and the Son all 
mercy; that the Father were all power- 
ful, and the Son all pitiful. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. Christ 
reveals to men whose records are 
stained, whose consciences are defiled, 
the love of the Father, a love which 
pities and sympathizes. And this is what 
brings rest of heart to the troubled soul. 
He knows that for him there is no more 
condemnation, for God has spoken by 
His Son. It is Christ Himself who has 
told us that the smallest things in life, 
if we do them worthily, are related to 
the supreme wil] and purpose of God. 
That the commonplace things of every- 
day life are related to the care of God. 
And that the round of duty is under 
the watchful eye of our Heavenly 
Father. This is what brings rest. 

What shall be said to those whose 
life is not so much a labor as a bur- 
den, which crushes out all the essence 
of joy and gladness? Does Christ give 
rest here? Yes, a thousandfold. He 
gives rest by revealing to the troubled 
one the Father’s mind in relation to 
life’s burdens: that He permits them, 
not to crush men, but rather to create 
them in holiness of life; not to encum- 
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ber them, but to enrich them; not to 
destroy them, but to develop them; not 
to impede their progress, but to igspire 
them to that effort which shall be pro- 
ductive and saving. And the suffering 
ohe has rest when he knows that: that 
is the will of his Father. “Come unto 
me,” says Jesus, “you who are conscious 
of your sin, and I will give you rest. 
Come unto me, busy, toiling one, and 
I will give you rest. Come unto me, 
crushed and burdened one, and I will 
give you rest, for I will reveal to you 
the Father of love.” 

“How is all this to be realized?” some- 
one may ask. “Oh, that I knew where I 
might find him! Oh, that I knew how rest 
such as this might come into my life, 
with all its strength and power!” The 
Lord Jesus has made it all so clear. 
“Come unto me.” There is a call for 
definite action. For to come to Him 


(Continued on page 180) 








Notes on Open Letters 


More About “Sincere” 


Your issue of January 21 came to 
hand just as I was going over an out- 
of-print book of my father’s (W. H. 
Griffith Thomas), for reissue in this 
country./ It is “The Prayers of St. 
Paul,” which is soon to be published 
by the William B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company. In it I came across a 
comment on Philippians 1:10, “that 
ye may be sincere”: “This has to do 
with motives. The word is thought to 
mean ‘tested in the sunlight.’ Our 
lives are to be manifestly true, genu- 
ine, sincere, ‘transparent,’ .. . tested 
and judged in the sunlight of our 
perfect fellowship with Christ.” 

Comparing this with your quotation 
from the recent “New English Diction- 
ary,” I turned to an old English book 
of reference that I often find helpful in 
my work of editing, namely, Cham- 
bers’ “Etymological Dictionary of the 
English Language.” For the word 
“sincere” it gives the following sug- 
gestion: “Generally derived from sine, 
without, and cera, wax; better from 
sim-, single, and the root of German 
schier, English sheer.” This latter word 
of course, is to be taken in its sense of 
clear or transparent. Put them to- 
gether, and I believe we get the idea 
of a single sheet of transparent ma- 
terial, so that the sincere character is 
one that is whole, with no overlapping 
of contradictory elements’ that might 
make for opaqueness or cloudiness. 
“The believer,” to quote my father 
further, “if he is to do the will of God 
and commend the Gospel to others, 
must have no doubtful arriére-pensée 
but a life lived moment by moment 
in*the perfect brightness of the pres- 
ence of perfect holiness.” My dic- 
tionary dates back to 1882, and my 
father’s book to 1914, but I submit 
they make a useful addition to your 
interesting quotation.—Winifred G. T. 
Gillespie, Lafayette, La. 

















Lesson for March 18 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Tica o : 
POwAL sere pp: 









* (3) 163 


Ill. What Happens When a Christian Sins? 


By MINER B. STEARNS, Th.D. 


“Small” things that can arrest spiritual growth 





ity (which is a consequence of sin) 

is that it reduces the believer's 
spiritual perception and capacity to re- 
ceive divine truth, “the deep things of 
God” (1 Cor. 2:10). In chapters 2 and 3 
of 1 Corinthians, we see that an individ- 
ual may be in one of three states, as 
far as his spiritual receptivity goes. He 
begins life as a “natural man,” or un- 
saved person (1 Cor, 2:14), whose capac- 
ity to receive “the things of the Spirit 
of God” is zero. “They are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned,” 
adds the apostle. This is because the 
unsaved person does not possess the 
Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9; Jude 19). Not 
only “the deep things of God,” but even 
the simplest presentation of the Gospel 
is “foolishness” to the unsaved man (1 
Cor. 1:18, 23). Fortunately for him, 
although the Holy Spirit does not dwell 
in the unsaved person, nevertheless the 
Spirit can convict him of sin, righteous- 
ness, and judgment (John 16:8-11), and 
thus make it possible for him to believe 
. the Gospel and be saved—if he wishes. 


Spiritual Development Is Gradual 


If he does so wish, and accepts Christ 
as Saviour, he is born again, and be- 
comes a child of God, and the Holy 
Spirit dwells henceforth within him 
(1 Cor. 6:19). Since the Holy Spirit 
never leaves the believer (John 14:16), 
his spiritual perception and receptivity 
never return again to zero. However, 
as in the physical realm, so in the spir- 
itual realm, the development of the new- 
born babe is gradual. Although one of 
the principal businesses of the Holy 
Spirit in the believer is to teach him 
spiritual truth (John 14:26; 16:13; 1 John 
2:20, 27), He cannot teach him every- 
thing at once; and naturally begins with 
simple truth, elementary things, what 
the Bible calls the “milk” of the Word 
of God, in contrast with solid food, as 
Peter expresses it, in his exhortation, 
“As newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). 

There is nothing sweeter than a baby, 
but it is nothing short of tragic when 
the baby fails to develop mentally. It 
is equally tragic (though this fact is 
not often recognized) when the new- 
born babe in Christ fails to develop 
‘spiritually. What prevents or retards 
his spiritual growth? Sin, which pro- 
duces carnality! The case is described 
in 1 Corinthians 3:1-4. The whole 
Church in Corinth was involved. Paul 
had spent at least a year and a half in 
Corinth (Acts 18:1-18), founding and 
teaching the Church. He had been gone 


A NOTHER serious result of carnal- 





We are more shocked by the stopping 
of growth in the physical than in 
the spiritual realm. Yet the latter 
is very serious and may be more 
far-reaching. Dr. Stearns takes up 
some aspects of it in this third 
article of his series. There will be 
three more articles, continuing next 
week, 








from there for some little time when 
he wrote this First Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, in reply to a letter from them 
(1 Cor. 7:1). He had also received bad 
news from Corinth through the house- 
hold of Chloe (1:11). Paul was ap- 
palled to find that there were “envying, 
strife, and divisions’ among the Corin- 
thian Christians, as well as many other 
sins, which he takes pains to excoriate 
throughout this Epistle. The result was 
that they were carnal, that they were 
still in a state of spiritual babyhood, 
and consequently on a milk diet, as far 
as Bible study was concerned. What is 
not often realized is, that it does not 
necessarily take an outbroken, heinous 
sin, such as those described in 1 Corin- 
thians 5:1-5; 6:15; and 11:21, to make 
a Christian carnal and arrest his spir- 
itual growth. A little envy, jealousy, 
spirit of party or clique, a little mali- 
cious gossip, or even an evil thought 
are sufficient to do the trick, and the 
Devil rejoices. The awful truth is that 
the Church of Jesus Christ is full of 
spiritual morons today, because of 
“petty” sins, often unrecognized as sins 
at all. They never grew up, spiritually, 
and Bible studies and Bible conferences 
are just too much for them. They get 
“spiritual indigestion” because their 
spiritual stomachs can take only milk. 
The third condition which an individ- 
ual may experience is briefly described 
in 1 Corinthians 2:15, 16. “He that is 
Spiritual judgeth [or, discerneth] all 
things, yet he himself is judged [or dis- 
cerned, or understood] of no man... 
we have the mind of Christ.” The spir- 
itual Christian, as we have seen, is one 
in whom the Holy Spirit is in full con- 
trol, and to whom, consequently, the 
Spirit can open up any part of the Word 
of God, since He is the divine Author 
of all of it. When he is spiritual, the 
Christian can digest spiritual “meat” (1 
Cor. 3:2), which means solid food, deep 
spiritual truth. However, a warning is 
necessary at this point. In the natural 
world, the mature adult does not return 
to mental] infancy, except in the case 
of senility, or serious mental illness. But 
in the spiritual realm, it is all too easy 
to slip back from the spiritual to the 
carnal state, with a consequent return 





to spiritua] childhood, including a loss 
of spiritual perception and understand- 
ing. ° 

In Hebrews 5, we have a case in point. 
The inspired writer has been talking 
about a difficult subject, Melchisedec 
(Gen. 14:18-20), but cannot say all he 
would like, just because his original 
readers had lost ground spiritually, and 
were no longer able to digest such rich 
spiritual food. He says in verses 11 and 
12, referring to Melchisedec: “Of whom 
we have many things to.say, and hard 
to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hear- 
ing. For when for the time ye ought 
to be teachers [i.e., you have been saved 
long enough to have progressed spirit- 
ually to the point where you should be 
teaching others], ye have need that one 
teach you again [note the word ‘again’] 
which be the first principles of the 
oracles of God; and are become [not 
‘you have remained,’ but, ‘you have be- 
come’] such as have need of milk, and 
not of strong meat.” This is followed 
by an explanation of the symbolism of 
“milk” and “strong meat” which we 
have already explained (vs. 13, 14). 

This then is what happens when a 
Christian sins, among other things. He 
goes backward spiritually, becomes car- 
nal, and loses the power of spiritual 
perception. If the carnal] state is per- 
sisted in, the believer may lose his taste 
for Bible study, and also for prayer. 
For prayer, too, depends on the Holy 
Spirit for its effectiveness and fervor 
(Eph. 6:18; Jude 20), and can only be 
fully enjoyed and experienced by the 
Christian when he is spiritual. When 
sin comes in, the prayer life suffers im- 
measurably. On the other hand, to stop 
praying is one form of sin (1 Sam. 
12: 23). 


Sin Leaves Its Indelible Mark 


Thus far we have seen some of the 
things that happen when a Christian 
Sins. Let us rapidly recapitulate them: 
He loses fellowship with God the Father 
and God the Son, and grieves God the 
Holy Spirit; with a consequent loss of 
spiritual power, the fruit of the Spirit, 
and the benefit of the teaching ministry 
of the Holy Spirit. Consequently, prayer 
and Bible study lose their appeal and 
their effectiveness. (“If I regard iniquity 
in my heart, the Lord will not hear me,” 
Psa. 66:18.) The Christian’s own effec- 
tiveness as a witness for Christ is im- 
paired if not destroyed—temporarily, at 
least. He is now walking in darkness, 
according to the flesh, not abiding in 
Christ. He is carnal, not spiritual. 

Perhaps one of the most terrible things 
about the Christian’s sin is this: the his. 
torical fact of his sin can never be 
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reversed. Sin can be forgiven, but God 
Himself cannot alter the historical fact 
that’ it has been committed. The past 
cannot be recalled and relived. What is 
done, is done. That is one of the reasons 
why the sins of such great Bible heroes 
as Abraham, Moses, and David are nar- 
rated in the Bible. They serve not 
merely as illustrations of God’s grace in 
forgiving them, not merely as warnings 
lest we fail into temptation (1 Cor. 10: 
6-12) as they did, but also as proof that 
a sin once committed leaves its indel- 
ible mark in history. Through all eter- 
nity, God’s Word, which is “for ever... 
settled in heaven” (Psa. 119:89), will 
contain the record of the sins of these 
men of God. True, God says: “I... 
am he that blotteth out thy transgres- 
sions for mine own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins” (Isa. 43:25). This 
refers to b'otting out the guilt, and re- 
lieving us of the punishment due our 
sins. But God Himself cannot blot out 
the record of the sins of some. of His 
greatest servants from the pages of His 
inspired Book. Paul never forgot how 
he persecuted the Church (Acts 26:9-12; 
1 Cor. 15:9; 1 Tim, 1:13), even though 
he “did it ignorantly in unbelief,” be- 
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fore he was saved. He never ceased to 
regret it, even though he knew he had 
obtained forgiveness. 

Up to this point, we have tried to de- 
scribe in Biblical terms what happens 
when a Christian sins. Psychology, how- 
ever, can also add a worth-while contri- 
bution to this important subject. It 
teaches us that all our acts, words, and 
thoughts, whether. good or bad, leave an 
indelible impress on our nervous system, 
which acts like a telegraph or telephone 
network, with automatic recording fea- 
tures. Each act, word, or thought leaves 
a trace, which is more easily followed 
by the next one which takes the same 
route. It is as if the rut or groove were 
worn deeper every time the “electric” 
current of our nervous system follows 
the same path. It is thus that habits 
are formed, whether good or bad. We 
see, thus, that what happens when a 
Christian (or an unsaved person, for that 
matter) sins, is that the way is prepared 
and facilitated for the repetition of the 
same sin, which continues to become 
easier every time it is committed, until 
it becomes a habit. Sin is, indeed, no 
light thing! 

(To be continued) 


|. Teacher Training. With the Master Teacher 


To refine a crude nature (John 3:1-21) 


By CHARLES S. BEARDSLEE 


This article begins a series of some twelve studies in teacher training 
chosen‘from a book of the same title published in 1903 by The Sunday 


School Times Company and long out of print. 


Dr. Beardslee has used 


an unusual approach of terse, challenging statements and questions, with 
the purpose of getting the reader to ferret out from the Scripture text 
the teaching methods used by the Lord Jesus, to think about them, and 


to apply these same methods in his own teaching. 


If you have not 


already done so, be sure to read Dr. Beardslee’s suggestions to students 
and teachers for use with these studies, which were published in‘ last 
week’s issue of the TIMEs. 


ET to understand Nicodemus. How 

does he come? What does he seek? 
What does he need? For any teacher, 
such questions as these are primary mat- 
ters. We may be sure Christ, in teach- 
‘ing, took no step in the dark. He knew 
his man. Now what stands clear upon 
the face of Nicodemus, at the very start? 
Can you say? 

{a) He was a dignitary; think of this. 
And he carried into the conference his 
class consciousness; note’ his plurals. 
And he chose the night; this seems not- 
able. Do you feel sure what it means? 
And he must have felt some motive; 
but see if you can state it. You will find 
it impossible. He was noncommittal. 
He named no errand. He gave the con- 
versation no aim. He merely opened it. 
This is a vital point: Think what it sug- 


gests about Nicodemus; what it must sig- 
nify. for Christ. Think of the scholar 
who is neutral. 
show deference. 
this. 


But Nicodemus does 
See if you can define 


Now Christ Jesus sets in. Watch what 
He does. He accosts Nicodemus in the 
singular; He parts him from his class; 
He looks him in the eye. He makes 
His assertion gravely strong. He selects 
for His theme the Kingdom. He avers 
that its vision requires for anyone a 
birth from. above. 

(b) Now ‘study Nicodemus again. 
Christ has set before him a definite 
theme, one that goes to the top of his 
hope, to the core of his life. Mark how 
the man replies. It will go far to show 
what kind of man he is. Note first his 
omission. In quoting Jesus’ theme he 
drops out a vital phrase, “from above.” 
Stop right here. That oversight has 
grave significance. It is an unconscious 
discovery of Nicodemus’ nature. It 
shows his grain. Can you define this? 
Try. Then observe from this how far 
apart, how widely unlike, these two per- 
sons are. Do not be limp here. You face 
essentials. Make some answer, and 
frame your answer as a teacher. Christ 
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Jesus must take some next step. What 
should it be? Was His actual move a 
wise one? If you say yes, say just why. 
No earnest teacher will drift lazily past 
this point. 

Keep thinking. Where did Nicodemus 
trip? It was over that solemn hint of 
his need of rebirth. Think how Christ 
meant these words. But such a mean- 
ing Nicodemus has no eye to see. Study 
his mind. It is negligent. It is in per- 
plexity. Its answer more than hints a 
doubt. It- comes close to bald denial. 
And all because he is not spiritually 
alert. He is encased in flesh. He really 
needs to be born from above. See this. 
How unwittingly he betrays the very 
truth he is so inclined to deny. So deep 
is his need. But so dull is his eye. What 
shall the Master do? What would you 
do? 

(c) Now study Christ’s procedure. 
Can you analyze verses 5-8, having Nico- 
demus’ actual state and attitude in mind? 
In the first place, in the heart of Jesus’ 
words, He roundly reaffirms just what 
He said before. Mark that.’ Then He 
distinguishes two births, bringing the 
spiritual sharply to the front, and allud- 
ing to water as its symbol. Then He 
calls this spiritual energy a hidden and 
unsearchable mystery. Now -unify. this, 


-and give it point; and fix its point on 


Nicedemus. Is it this? Nicodemus ‘is 
to have done with groveling, forego. all 
doubting, and stop his marveling. He 
is to face toward Heaven, and ° give 
Christ’s spirit life straight entrance’ to 
his very soul. a 
(d) Now weigh Nicodemus’ second re- 
tort. He is stuck just where he was. 
But the case is not the same. He stands 
in fuller light. State the case. Christ 
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has pointed most impressively toward 
the bright, pure, hidden spirit realm. 
But Nicodemus seems to have no eye 
to look that way. Will you trace out 
his profile? .,He is a dull, uncultured 
soul, having no inner sense of inner 
need, no craving toward God’s pure 
excellence, no deep humility, no glint 
of penitence, no relish for ‘the Messiah's 
saving mercy, no real solicitude, no true 
docility. He is spiritually inert. Is this 
too harsh? Then moderate it, only striv- 
ing honestly to gain precise agreement 
with what Christ must have thought. 
Now what would you do next? Are 
you in a state accurately to-forecast His 
policy? If you are, you are a rarity. 
You are well entitled to counsel others 
how to teach. The Master first pricks 
the empty bubble of His sordid pupil’s 
dignity (v. 10). Then He jealously cor- 
roborates His own veracity. See how 
He does it. Then He opens into two 
stupendous themes—the world’s dense 
shroud of darkness and guilt; and His 
heavenly commission to save* by sacri- 
fice all sinners who believe, taxing most 
pointedly the stolid unbelief of the class 


whom Nicodemus represents. And so 
Nicodemus vanishes, 
2. Now observe the Teacher. Follow 


Him from the start. 

(a) Watch Him pick and hold His 
theme. Would you ever have done like 
that? Follow Him throughout. Nico- 
demus was pitifully unreceptive, unre- 
sponsive, to say the very least. But 
Christ Jesus held fast to His chosen 
theme. Suppose you try to get the 
meaning of this in teaching. And ob- 
serve the sum and range of His thought 
—the Kingdom, the new birth, the need, 
the Spirit, the mystery, the heavenly 
vision, the witness, the world ruin, the 
world rescue, the faith, the eternal life. 
What is your opinion of the value to a 
teacher of such a fertile fullness of 
thought? 

(b) Feel His moral earnestness. Study 
the Master’s main purpose, first with 
Nicodemus, then with all the world. 
Mark His tenacity, as Nicodemus con- 
fronts His words with doubt. See His 
jealousy to be believed. Notice, how 
tense His avowals all are, how piercing 
His insight, how strenuous His idea about 
the need of a spiritual birth. Tarry 
here. To all appearances this conference 
made no headway. But so it only illus- 
trates His whole experience. All evil- 
doers hate the light. His earthly career 
is to culminate upon the cross. But He 
holds straight on everywhere, as here. 
Another man may be a moral nobody. 
Christ Jesus, never. Think of this. Im- 
agine His moral resolution easing up and 
giving way: But how about any other 
teacher? 

(c) See how He levels human pride. 
The “need” of the “birth” from “above” 
;~could any word cut deeper into human 
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vanity, or make fuller havoc of all self- 
righteousness? 

(d) See how this conference embodies 
an infinite love. He came to save. He 
teaches to save. He dies to save. And 
all the world is herein had in view. 

(e) See His finished art, When Nico- 
demus began, his words made Christ the 
theme. When Jesus replied, He ‘made 
Nicodemus the theme. Can you see how 
He accomplished this? Then, though 
dealing with a neutral sort of mind, He 
has made this talk a conference; and He 
has made the conference yield up natu- 
rally the mightiest positive themés. Do 
you see how this was done? This is a 
point you do weil to study. out. Then 
that analogy of the wind—can you trace 
its meaning to its very point; and tell 
exactly what that point pins fast, and 
show its fine simplicity? And then that 
introduction of His own sacrificial love; 
can you say it is out of place? But can 
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way as not only to attract their atten- 
these remarks? 

(f) Now unify the whole in a profile 
of the model Teacher as He sits at work, 
Are these the outstanding features? He 
is- spiritual. He deals with character. 
He feels an infinite repugnance for sin. 
He works towards life. He is merciful. 
His primal instinct is to point to the 
open door of the Kingdom; to proffer 
the infinite aid of the Spirit, to offer 
Himself in sacrifice. He is the soul of 
honor. His every word is verity. To 
hint at discrediting aught He says lifts 
His resentment to the very skies. He 
is imperial. In all this scene, whatever 
aspect opens, He stands supreme. These 
are the great ouiline strokes. Fill them 
up. Come to know the Master Workman 
in His work. He is the very light of 
every teacher’s eye. 

(To be continued) 


Il. Winning Boys and Girls to Christ 
Through the Daily Vacation Bible School 


The method and the motive 


S THE result of my experience in 

the work of the Daily Vacation 
Bible School, which began thirty years 
ago, and in the course of which I have 
served as both superintendent and 
teacher, a number of things have been 
found helpful in winning boys and girls 
to Christ. 

THe METHOD 

The first thing, not only in time but 
in importance, is prayer, beginning with 
the workers’ prayer meeting for fifteen 
minutes immediately preceding the open- 
ing of the school session each morning. 
This not only serves to emphasize the 
place of prayer in the work of the Daily 
Vacation Bible School, but it affords an 
opportunity to keep before the teachers 
the fact that the objective of their work 
is to bring the boys and girls to a living 
faith in Jesus Christ. It also provides 
time for united, definite, earnest, believ- 
ing prayer that, to this end, the Holy 
Spirit may do His office work in the 
hearts of the unsaved boys and girls 
in the school, who are capable of exer- 
cising an intelligent faith in Christ, and 
who should do so withbdut further de- 
lay. 

Then comes the opening worship serv- 
ice of the school, which should be given 
an evangelistic tone and emphasis that 
strike the keynote for the entire morn- 
ing session and give character to its 
work from beginning to end. In Scrip- 


ture and song and saying the one ob- 
jective of the school should be set be- 
fore the boys and girls, and the claims 
of Jesus Christ upon their faith and 
obedience should be stressed in such a 
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way as not only to attract their atten- 
tion to Him, but also to arouse their 
interest in Him, as their only hope of 
salvation from sin, and death, and hell. 
This will help to prepare the way for 
the teaching of the Gospel of Christ, 
which “is the power of God unto salva- 
tion to every one that believeth” (Rom. 
1:16). 

Following this time of devotion, which 
should be regarded as something more 
than mere formal “opening exercises” 
to get the program for the day on its 
way, come the class periods for instruc- 
tion in the Scriptures. Of course the 
classes are graded as well as the lessons, 
so that while those in the younger 
groups are to be taught some things of 
an elementary nature about God’s plan 
of salvation, they are not to be pressed 
for an immediate decision in the matter 
of their acceptance of Christ. It is sur- 
prising, however, how early in life some 
boys and girls learn what it means to 
be a Christian and manifest an earnest 
and sincere desire to declare their faith 
in Christ. 

In this connection, I am reminded of 
what that great preacher, Charles Spur- 
geon, once said in speaking of this mat- 
ter. Here is his testimony: “I will 
broadly say that I have more confidence 
in the spiritual life of the children that 
I have received into this church than 
I have in the spiritual ‘condition of the ‘ 
adults thus received. I will even go 
further than that, and say that I have 
usually found a clearer knowledge of 
the Gospel and a warmer love to Christ 
in the child-converts than in the man- 
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converts. I will even astonish you yet 
mote by saying that I have sometimes 
met with a deeper Spiritual experience 
in children of ten and twelve than I have 
in cettain persons of fifty and sixty.” 

Children differ greatly in the matter 
of reaching “the age of accountability” 
when their salvation depends upon their 
receiving the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
certainly not merely a question of age. 
So that while we should not press for 
a decision on the part of those who seem 
to us to be too young, neither should 
we restrain them beyond what is right 
and proper. But when it comes to those 
who are old enough and _ intelligent 
enough to make a good confession of 
faith in Jesus Christ, immediate decision 
should be called for and the class period 
is a good time to do it in a general way, 
with personal work following. | 

A successful evangelist in this country 
says that one of the most valuable bits 
of advice he has ever received in all his 
life came from his big brother who is 
also a well-known and greatly used 
evangelist. The advice he gave was, 
“Always preach for results—do not 
preach just to be preaching.” And so 
he says, “I try to plan, prepare, and 
preach the Gospel in such a way as to 
bring immediate results for Christ—the 
salvation of the lost and the edification 
of those who are saved.” Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School worker, “Go, and do 
thou likewise.” Teachers, teach for re- 
sults in souls saved! 

Another thing that I have found of 
value in thi§ work is the use of suitable 
Gospel tracts and leaflets having to do 
with the general subject of “Being a 
Christian.” There is a multitude of these 
dealing with such specific questions as 
“What It Means To Be a Christian,” 
“Why a Girl Should Be a Christian,” 
“Why a Boy Should Be a Christian,” 
“How To Become a Christian,” and the 
like. These all help to make the way 
of salvation plain by their specialized 
treatment of the elements that enter 
into it. 

Possibly better than tracts, good as 
they certainly are, is a Gospel of John. 
And I know of none to surpass or even 
equal the little red “Horton Edition,” 
as it is called because it was prepared 
years ago by Dr. T. C. Horton (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; 5 cents each, 55 
cents a doz., $4.50 per 100). It not only 
gives the complete text in good type, 
but also the titlés and divisions of chap- 
ters emphasized and’ underscored. In 
addition, it gives an outline of “God’s 
Plan for Saving Sinners,” with a blank 
space for the signing of one’s name in 
declaration of acceptance of Jesus Christ, 
and, near the end, it gives a summary 
of the “Fundamental Doctrines in the 
Gospel of John,” and finally tells “How 
To Live a Healthy, Helpful, and Happy 
Christian Life.” 

I have used hundreds, if not thousands, 
of these Gospels during the course of 
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my ministry, giving them out in an en- 
velope on which is printed the state- 
ment and appeal: “A True Story.—This 
little book contains the greatest love 
story in the world, given to you by a 
friend. Read it! Believe it! Tell it!” 

A final method for. bringing the boys 
and girls to Christ is a decision or com- 
mitment service, held just before the 
school closes, preferably the day before. 
It will not be necessary, *-however, if 
this matter has been handled by the 
teachers day by day during the school 
term. But if it be considered expedient, 
the unsaved boys and girls may be 
brought face to face with Jesus Christ 
and His claims at such a special service, 
and given this final opportunity to ac- 
cept Him as their Saviour and Lord. 

As a fitting conclusion to the work of 
each morning it is a good thing to have 
a fifteen minute period for’ prayer and 
eenference on the part of the entire staff. 
At this time the work of the morning 
may be reviewed, matters of importance 
may be considered, plans for the follow- 
ing day may be outlined, and once again 
prayer, with thanksgiving, may be of- 
fered, that the Holy Spirit may continue 
to work with His almighty power for 
the salvation and edification of the boys 
and girls. Thus each day’s program 
ends, as it began, with prayer. 


THe MOTIVE 


The motive back of the work of the 
Daily Vacation Bible School is at least 
fourfold, each element of which is 
worthy of consideration. 

First of all is the glory of God. This 
is ever “the chief end of man” as the 
Westminster Catechism tells us. The 
one great objective*for every life is the 
glory of God, the realization of that 
which brings praise to His holy name. 
And if this is true of all of life, is it not 
especially true when it comes to the 
Lord’s work, and particularly that of 
winning souls to Him? 

The glory of God the Father was ever 
the chief end of God the Son when He 
was here in the flesh, as was manifested 
by what our Lord said and did. And 
the very first words of His intercessory 
prayer are, “Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
glorify thee” (John 17:1), following 
which He says, “I have glorified thee 
on the earth: I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do” (John 
17:4). 

That the disciple is to be as his Lord 
appears from the exhortation of Jesus 
in His Sermon on the Mount, when He 
says, “Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in 
heaven” (Matt. 5:16); and in His fare- 
well discourse to His disciples He said, 
“Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit; so shall ye be my dis- 
ciples” (John 15:8). 

A second motive,in this work is the 
good of the boys and girls, which is noth- 
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ing less than their present and eternal 
salvation. As we said at the beginning, 
the great objective of the Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible School is not merely that of 
teaching the boys and girls the Word 
of God, or contributing to their moral 
culture, or bringing them into the mem- 
bership of the church. It is making 
plain to them their need of Jesus Christ 
as their own personal Saviour and Lord, 
leading them to receive Him as such. 

A third motive has to do with the 
workers themselves. I refer to the hope 
and assurance of the reward that is in 
store for the soul-winner, hereafter. 
There is a sense in which this work is 
its own reward, for there is a real satis- 
faction in the mere fact that one has 
been used of the Lord to bring someone 
into a saving relationship with Him. 
And such satisfaction is greatly en- 
hanced when the one saved is a boy or 
girl, for it means not only the saving 
of a soul, but the saving of a life as 
well. But apart from this there is a 
specific reward awaiting the soul-win- 
ner at the judgment seat of Christ. 

Both the Old and the New Testaments 
bear witness to such a reward. A fa- 
miliar passage is that of Danie] 12:3, 
“And they that be wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars for ever and ever.” Another is 
1 Corinthians 3:13, 14, “Every man’s 
work shall be made manifest. ... If 
any man’s work abide which he hath 
built thereupon [the only foundation, 
“which is Jesus Christ”], he shall receive 
a reward.” 

May it be the privilege of every Daily 
Vacation Bible School teacher to say 
with Paul, as he does in his first Letter 
to the church of the Thessalonians, “For 
what is our hope, or joy, or crown of 
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the pres- 
ence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming? For ye are our glory and joy” 
(1 Thess. 2:19, 20). 

A fourth and final motive for winning 
boys and girls to Christ through the 
Daily Vacation Bible School is, that only 
by so doing can it achieve its great ob- 
jective, and justify its mission and its 
ministry. Its success or failure, there- 
fore, depends upon how it functions at . 
this point. That is why working out a 
definite course of teaching and study 
really counts only in so far as it actu- 
ally brings the boys and girls to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If it does this, it is a suc- 
cess, byt if it does not do this it is a 
failure.’ And that is another reason 
why every Daily Vacation Bible School 
worker, especially the teacher, should 
always be his best and do his best to 
realize this one thing, which is the glory 
and joy and crown of it all, 

LAKEWooD, OHIO. 
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Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into 
the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 18:3). 
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Ernest Gordon’s Own Story 


An autobiographical sketch sent to the Editors in July, 1955 


With this manuscript came the following characteristic note written on 


@ slip of paper by Mr. Gordon: 


“I do not know whether the S.S. Times 


keeps a ‘morgue’ of biographical information. If so I contribute to it a 


statement of my own life activities, 


meager as they have been. When 


I pass on, you can use the material either in part or in whole or not at 


all as you see fit. 
timate that my time is over. 
given adequate sleep. 


on to the end of the road. Yrs. as ever, EG.” 


It matters not to me. By this I do not mean to in- 
I seem to be able to work as well as ever, 
Nevertheless one’s eighty-ninth year is well 


His work was not quite 


over, for much valuable material came from his typewriter after that. 
But he went quietly in the early morning of Friday, February 10, as 


was stated in the last issue of the Times. 


His factual story of his life 


and work is here given to Times readers just as he wrote it—Editor. 


LL his mature life, sixty-seven years — 

of the eighty-eight, was plagued 
with ill health. He was unable to work 
at professional] work until past forty- 
three. The twenty-two years which fol- 
lowed his graduation from Harvard were 
spent in dreary wanderings after 
health. He. went to sanitariums, was at 
sea for six months, took air cures in the, 
high mountains, worked on railway sur- 
veys for the Northern Pacific and the 
M. K, and T. He fought insomnia as a 
North Dakota roustabout, and depres- 
sion on milk ranches and sheep farms 
in Colorado. In 1901, going to Sweden 
for medical care, he became a wood 
carver, a pupil of the great carver of 
the Tekniska Skol, Professor Melin. 
Summers he worked with expert cabi- 
‘ netmakers in the far north of Sweden. 
He studied drawing and modeling in 
the Kunstgewerbeschule in Dresden and 
fine bookbinding in a school for that art 
in Gera in Reuss. Handwork became in 
these years a great help to a return to 
headwork and was accompanied with 
the study of languages and voluminous 
reading. Yet his days were clouded to 
the end with weakness and periodic 
breakdowns. 

A son of the marnse, he loved the 
church above all else and labored for 
her defense. Early aware of the con- 
spiracy to Unitarianize the entire insti- 
tutiona] life of America under the pre- 
text of modernizing it, he spent three 
years reading on the subject. The re- 
sults of this intensive study appeared in 
a crushing yet accurate volume entitled 
“The Leaven of the Sadducees” (out of 
print), which opened the eyes of the 
Christian public as to the true nature 
of the aims of so-called “modernists.” 
Twenty years later came the sequel, “An 
Ecclesiastical Octopus” (Fellowship 
Press, 9 Park St., Boston 8; $1.25), which 
dealt with the operations of the Federal 
,Council of Churches. 

To counter the plans for Unitarianiz- 
ing the hymnbooks—for in many 
churches the hymnals were the almost 
only remaining source of Christian 
teaching—he edited “The Immanuel 
Hymnal” (out of print), with a rich 


store of new music and verse, purposing 
to give to loyal evangelical teaching the 
finest musical representation in the sing- 
ing of the churches. 

His father’s pudgy little Greek New Tes- 
tament was a lifelong companion and so 
constantly used that he had to bind it 
himself at various times. The fruit’ of 
these meditations was published in a 
volume of exposition called “Notes From 
a Layman’s Greek Testament” (W. A. 
Wilde Co., Boston 16; $2)* 

In his work as a religious journalist, 
first on the Record of Christian Work 
and then on The Sunday School Times, 
he ever sought out new movements and 
new personalities. He first reported in 
America concerning the lovely evangel- 
ica] books of the Catholic theologian of 
the Universit . 
tig; also concerning the religious writ- 
ings of Sven Lidman, the famous Swed- 
ish novelist, later convert to Christianity 
and promoter of missions. He early 
called attention to rising evangelical 
theologians in Germany as Professor 


Koeberle of Basel and Professor Althaus 
of Erlangen; to such evangelical artists 
as Eugéne Burnand of “Les Paraboles,” 
and Rudolph Schaefer, illustrator of the 
Wuertemburg Bible; also to the wonder- 
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ful relief work of the Lutheran churches 
in Copenhagen, the so-called Menighed- 
spleije led by Dr. Alfred Joergensen; 
and to the great movement for rechurch- 
ing the same city with some twenty-five 
new evangelical churches, captained by 
Prof. Harald Westergaard of the Uni- 
versity. Year after year he told the 
story of little known Protestant saints, 
such as H. N. Hauge, David Petander, 
Matilda Wrede, Karen Jeppe, and Profes- 
sor Riggenbach of Basel, collecting them 
finally_in two volumes (out of print). 
He introduced some one hundred lovely 
Scandinavian hymn tunes to the Ameri- 
can public. In the exposition and inter- 
pretation to America of the modern 
scientific antialcohol movement in Ger- 
many, Austria, Scandinavia, and France 
he played a leading role and was indeed 
for years the chief liaison between that 
movement and the American one. 

His work for the American temperance 
movement can be briefly summarized as 
follows: 

By the publication of “The Breakdown 
of the Gothenburg System” (out of 
print), he stopped a movement to fasten 
this system on Massachusetts in 1911. 

He organized the Appeal to the Peo- 
ble of Maine, signed by scores of Euro- 
pean scientists, which saved the Maine 
Prohibition Law in the same year, 

He unmasked Mr. Churchill,! alleged 
“Quaker preacher and temperance 
worker,” who was sent to Norway by 
Texas brewers to weaken the Dry move. 
ment in that country. This helped ma- 
terially to overthrow the Norwegian 
brewers’ “League for Freedom and Cul- 
ture.” 

He wrote “The Antialcohol Movement 
in Europe” (out of print), the book par 
excellence of the Prohibition enactment 
period. 

He went to Russia in 1915 to report on 
Russian prohibition. His was the only 
complete account of that great move- 
ment which appeared in English. 

He wrote “Two Footnotes to the His- 
tory of the Antialcohol Movement” (out 
of print), a study of Harvard alcohology 
and of the reactionary Report of the Com. 
mittee of Fifty. 

He unmasked John Koren, president 
of the Ameritan Statistical Association. 
also secret paid agent of the U.S. Brew- 
ers’ Association. This led to the breakup 
of Koren’s International Committee fo 
the Study of the Alcohol Question. 
formed by the drink interests of Europe © 


.and America to feed out false alcohol 


science to the international public. 
About this time he was active in an 
unsuccessful attempt made by an Inter- 
national Medical Cofgress in London for 
the establishment of an Institute for 
Alcohol Research and sponsored by Roux 
of the Pasteur Institute, the whole Medi- 
cal faculty of the University of Vienna, 
and other scientists of great distinction. 





1Not Sir Winston Churchill. 
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This was blocked and finally wrecked 
by the alcohol interests. 

He published “The Maine Law” (out 
of print), the only critical study of state 
prohibition ever made.in book form. It 
was based on careful statistical studies 
made in Maine and a great accumulation 
of material left by Neal Dow. 

It was he (not Wayne Wheeler, as 
generally supposed) who after long in- 
vestigation found the index of the cor- 
respondence of the U.S. Brewers’ Asso- 
ciation and, on the basis of this, wrote 
the resolution for the U.S. Senate which 
led to the appointment of the Overman 
Investigating Committe, the worst blow 
ever struck brewerdom. 

He organized and secured the signa- 
tures to the Memorial for National Pro- 
hibition of one thousand leading intel- 
lectuals and big businessmen. This was 
brought to the Senate by Prof. Irving 
Fisher and was the determining factor 
in the enactment of wartime Prohibition 
and in the following August of National 
Prohibition by the Senate. 

During this decade (1908-1918) Mr. 
Gordon carried on his work on fifty 
dollars a month, made by a little editing 
in another field, traveled again and 
again across the Atlantic in steerages, 
stopped at the Mills Hotel in New York 
and similar hobo hotels, sat up nights 
in day coaches, and otherwise lived the 
simple life from Petrograd to San Fran- 
cisco in order not to be a charge on the 
movement. 

Then came repeal times. Straying by 
chance into the seventh hearing of the 
Lobby Investigating Committee in 1930, 
he borrowed from Senator Walsh of 
Montana the nine stenographic reports, 
and two days after had his summarized 
account, “Brewers and Billionaires” (the 
tenth chapter of the following book), 
in New York printer hands. 

Then he published “When the Brewer 
Had the Stranglehold” (out of print), 
which portrayed the power and unscrup- 
ulous operations of the drink interests 
in the United States. 

This was followed by “The Dry Fight 
in Europe” (out of print), a similar ac- 
count of the power and crookedness of 
the alcohol capital in Europe. 

When the Eighteenth Amendment was 
finally repealed, he set to work to dis- 
cover the causes of its downfall. This 
took some four years of intensive study, 
and the result was his most important 
work, “The Wrecking of the 18th Amend- 
ment.” 

In the last years of his life (seventy- 
seventh—eighty-eighth) Mr. Gordon con- 
tinued alcohol research and publication. 
In “Christ, the Apostles, and Wine” 
(Nat'l W.C.T.U.’ Pub. House, Evanston, 
Tll., 40 cents each, three for $1), he ex- 
amined every reference to wine in the 
Greek New Testament and summarized 
the literature of the subject with orig- 
inal comment. In “Alcohol Reaction at 
Yale” (Alcohol Information Press, 
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Francestown, N. H., $1), he controverted 
the incredible alcohology promoted at 
Yale University, following it up with 
a series of studies: “Antialcohol Supple- 
ments (two pamphlets, 40 cents. each), 
“Wet Science Invades the Schools” ($2), 
“Temperance Teaching in Europe” (25 
cents), (all available from Nat’l W.C.T.U. 
Pub. House, Evanston, [l.), “Alcohol 
Consultant to the UN,” and “Alcoho] In- 
formation” tracts (Nat'l W.C.T.U. Pub. 
House, Evanston, IIl., 2 to 4 cents each; 
set of 10, 50 cents plus postage). This 
in defense of the common schools from 
planned attack by enemies of temper- 
ance instruction. In “The American 
Way” (Alcohol Information Press, Fran- 
cestown, N. H., $1), he published an 
account of the American Temperance Ref- 
ormation of the first half of the nine- 
teenth century; in “The Anglican Way” 
(Alcohol Information Press, Frances- 
town, N. H., 50 cents), an exposure of 
the pro-alcohol orientation of the Epis- 
copal clergy. Other manuscripts are 
ready for posthumous publication. In 
1955 appeared “The Fact of Miracle” 
(Marshall Jones Co., Francestown, N. H., 
$1.50), an original and factual defense 
of the miraculeus in the Bible. 

For forty-five unbroken years he was 
news editor for Christian publications, 
thirty-four of them with Tue Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs. 

This, as all other work, was put 
through in the teeth of incessant ill- 
health, as we have seen. Sometimes he 
would think of the end and quote the 
lines: 

His hands are folded on his breast; 

There is no other thought exprest 

Save long disquiet merged in rest, 

That was a “this-side” sight; that of the 
other side is more luminous. 





A great figure in English contempo- 
rary Christian life entitled his autobiog- 
raphy, “My Guided Life.” Mr. Gordon 
bore witness to guidance, at times un- 
mistakable and remarkable. Along with 
guidance went discipline. Guided and 
disciplined years, as with all other 
Christians, were but the expression of 
that goodness and mercy of God which 
prepares God’s sons for the house of the 
Lord forever. How that goodness found 
expression in provision for all temporal 
needs was in itself a little epic. This 
through the years was pressed down 
and running over in a degree really 
noteworthy. 

So, as with countless others at their 
Home-going, we can again quote the 
verses of the old hymn: 

The prize, the prize secure, 

The athlete nearly fell, 

Bore all he could endure, 

And bare not always we 

But he may smile at troubles gone 

Who sets the victor garland on. 

The lamb is in the fold, 

In perfect safety penned; 

The lion once had hold 

And thought to make an end. 

But One came by with wounded side, 

And for the sheep the Shepherd died, 





' with the United States, 
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The exile is at home. 

O nights and days of tears! 

O longings not to roam! 

O sins and doubts and fears, 

What matter now, when, so men say, 
The King has wiped those tears away. 


Prepare Now for an Autumn 
Vacation in Hawaii 


HE Christian Fellowship Tour to 

Hawaii will visit America’s probable 
forty-ninth state during a trip from Sep- 
tember 26 to October 18. Hawaii has 
been part of the United States since 
1898, when, at the request of the Ha- 
waiian people, and their royal family, 
the eight islands were annexed by this 
country. Great Britain campaigned to 
secure them, but without success. 


The total area of Hawaii is about 
double the size of Yellowstone National 
Park, namely, 6,412 square miles, divided 
among these islands: Hawaii, 4,015; Maui, 
728; Oahu, 598; Kauai, 547; Molokai, 261; 
Lanai, 139; Niihau, 73; Kahoolawe, 44; 
and a number of smaller isles with about 
6 square miles of area. { 

Under King Kamehameha, al] the 
islands were united in one kingdom in 
1795; but the people needed markets for 
sugar, pineapples, and other products, 
and they decided that if they affiliated 
their future 
might be prosperous, and this anticipa- 
tion has been realized. Protestant mis- 
sionaries from the United States were 
extremely influential in developing senti- 
ment among Hawaiians favorable to 
union with the United States. 

Hawaii today is a loyal and integral 
part of the U.S.A., and one of the most 
interesting and exciting vacation centers 
in the world. To arrange for a visit to 
the islands for Christian Fellowship 
travelers has long been under consider- 
ation by Tue Sunpay Scuoot Tres, 
encouraged by many requests from mem- 
bers of Alaskan cruise parties. There- 
fore, a Christian Fellowship Hawaii 
party will be assembled for the trip next 
September. Reservations have been 
made at the Roya] Hawaiian and the 
Moana Hotels, on Waikiki Beach, and 
three of the major islands, Oahu, 
Hawaii, and Kauai, will be visited on 
the tour. 

Readers of Tae Sunpay ScHoot Tres 
are invited to send for their free copy 
of the illustrated folder “Hawaii,” which 
has been published to picture and de- 
scribe the Christian Fellowship Tour of 
1956 to the “Paradise of the Pacific.” 
Write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive 
Vice-President and Secretary of The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. Mr. 
Jaeger, who has accompanied previous 
tours to Alaska, will be the Tres rep- 
resentative on this Hawaiian trip. 

In addition to the above Hawaiian 


(Continued on page 178) 
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LESSON 12. MARCH 18. JESUS INSTITUTES THE LORD’S SUPPER 


Luke 22:1-71; printed text, verses 7-23 


Golden Text.—For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.—1 Cor. 11:26 


Tue Kins JAMES VERSION 
Luke 22:7 Then came the day of unleavened bread, when 


the passover must be killed. 


8 And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us 


the passover, that we may eat. 


9 And they said unto him, Where wilt thou that we 


prepare? 


10 And he said unto them,-Behold, when ye are entered 
into the city, there shall a man meet you, bearing a pitcher 
of water; follow him into the house where he entereth in. 

11 And ye shall say unto the goodman of the house, The 
Master saith unto thee, Where is the guestchamber, where 
I shall eat the passover with my disciples? 

12 And he shall shew you a large upper room furnished: 


there make ready. 


13 And they went, and found as he had said unto them: 


and. they made ready the passover. 


14 And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the 


twelve apostles. with him. 


15 And he said unto them, With desire I have desired to 
eat this passover with you before I suffer: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ERE is no greater symbol of the 
unity of the saints than the Lord’s 
Supper. Paul speaks of it as a com- 
munion of the body and blood of Christ 
(1 Cor, 10:16), and makes our partak- 
ing Of that éne bread the basis of our 
oneness (vy. 17). Sadly enough, what 
ought to have bound the saints together 
in a great realization of unity has been 
made a stone of stumbling and a rock 
of. offénse over which the Church has 
been tragically divided. 

At.one extreme is the Roman view of 
transubstantiation, which holds that in 
the sacrament the substance of the bread 
and. the wine is changed into the very 
substance of the body and blood of 
Christ, so that the participants are no 
longer partaking of the physical ele- 
ments, but of the flesh, blood, and divin- 
ity of our Lord. At the other end of 
the long line is the insistence on sim- 
ple symbolism, there being nothing in 
the elements, nor in the ordinance itself, 
save reminders of the sacrifice of Christ, 
so that everything depends on the abil- 
ity of the participant to rise above the 
outward symbols and contemplate Christ 
Himself. In between these two we have 
such doctrines as  consubstantiation, 
which holds that the actual body and 
blood of Christ become present in the 
elements, along with the physical ele- 
ments of bread and wine. There are 
many varieties of the doctrines of the 
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16 For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, 
until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God, 


17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take 


this, and divide it among yourselves: 


18 For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the 


vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 

19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, 
and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is 
given for you: this do in remembrance of me. 

20 Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is 
the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you. 

21 But, behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is 
with me on the table. 


22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was determined: 


but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed! 


23 And they began to enquire among themselves, which 


of them it was that should do this thing. 


Lessons based on International*Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


“Real Presence,” too numerous to men- 
tion here. All of these differences can 
be boiled down to two categories which 
we might call the sacramental and the 
evangelical. Sacramental views believe 
that grace is actually bestowed through 
the ordinance itself, whereas evangel- 
ical views insist that spiritual benefit 
is received solely in answer to faith, 
and that the most the ordinance can 
do is to assist faith to reach out and 
receive the blessing. Admittedly, it is 
sometimes difficult to discern where the 
sacramental ends and the evangelical 
begins, or vice versa. 

One of the blessings of the Communion 
service to me is the remembrance that 
this feast is being partaken of by God's 
people all over the world, and by that 
I have a sense of belonging—I to them, 
and they to me, and all to Christ. Many 
of them may differ from me in their 
understanding of the ordinance, but if 
their eyes and my eyes are looking off 
to Jesus, by this great feast we are 
bound together at His feet. In these days 
of much division we should try to cul- 
tivate this sense of oneness symbolized 
by the Table of the Lord. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 22:7.—“Then came the day of 
unleavened bread .. »”. The day when 
all leaven was purged from the house 
in preparation for the Passover. The 
lamb was killed in the afternoon of the 
14th of Nisan, which would be early 
April. 

Verse 8—“And he sent Peter and 
John ... prepare us the passover ... .” 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


Since the preparatiom would take some 
time, this would be in the forenoon of 
Nisan 14. Passover began at sundown 
of that day. 


Verse 9.—“. . . Where wilt thou that 
we prepare?” Jesus had no “quarters” 
in the city. The nights were being spent 
in the Mount of Olives (21:37). Hence 
the disciples did not know where to 
go to make preparation. 

Verse 10.—“. . . there shall a man meet 
you, bearing a pitcher of water .. .” 
Some attribute the sign to the omnis- 
cience of Jesus, but there is no need to 
ascribe miracle where it is not. stated. 
Jesus may have prearranged the sign 
with the owner of the house. Men did 
not generally carry pitchers of water. 
That was a woman’s task. 

Verse 11.—“. . . The Master saith... 
Where is the guestchamber ... ?” Tradi- 
tion points to’the Moslem shrine, the 
Tomb of David; as the site of the house 
with the upper room, and associates it 
with the home of John Mark (Acts 
12:12). 

Verse 12.—“And he shall shew you a@ 
large upper room furnished...” H. V. 
Morton suggests that the “large upper 
room” may really have been the roof 
covered over with a canopy or tempo- 
rary shelter, 

Verse 13.—“And they went, and found 
as he had said unto them: and they made 
ready the passover.” The sign, the wel- 
come, the room were all as Jesus had 
indicated: Little did Peter and John 
realize the tremendous significance of 
their preparations ‘that day. 
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Verse 14—“. . . he sat down, and the 
twelve apostles with him.” The hour 
would be sundown. The sitting was 
rather reclining. Most of the artists’ 
representations are wrong. Notice that 
the Twelve were present, including 
Judas, 

Verse 15.—“. . . With desire I have 
desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer.” Here is a true Hebra- 
ism in Luke, the most Greek of all our 
Gospels. “With desire I have desired” 
is neither English nor Gréek, but He- 
brew (or Aramaic). Strange it should 
be the Greek doctor, Luke, who should 
preserve for us this passionate statement 
of our Lord! 

Verse 16—“. . . I will not any more 
eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God.” Our Lord anticipates 
a feast of fulfillment—the Messianic 
banquet, at His coming again. 

Verse 17.—“And he fook the cup... 
divide it among yourselves.” This is 
not the cup of the Lord’s Supper ‘(see 
vy. 20), but the cup of the Passover, 
which He invited His disciples to share 
among themselves. 

Verse 19.—“And he took bread, and 
gave thanks ... This is my body whigh 
is given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.” Here begins the institution of 
the new ordinance, The Jewish Pass- 
over now gives place to the church’s 
memorial feast, 

Verse 20.—“. . . This cup is the new 
testament in my blood .. .” “In this 
the covenant is sealed,” as the Scottish 
paraphrase has it. The “cup after sup- 
per” was turned into the covenantal 
cup of the Gospel. 

Verse 21.—“. . . the hand of him that 
betrayeth me is with me on the table.” 
The reference is, of course, to Judas, 
who reclined near enough to Jesus to 
have their hands in close proximity at 
the table. 

Verse 22.—“. . . the Son of man goeth, 
as it was determined: but woe unto that 
man...” The decree of God is no jus- 
tification of the evil deed, nor does it 
offer escape from the dire results. 


Verse 23.—“And they began to enquire 
among themselves ...” In that hour, 
none felt himself safe from such a sin! 
See Mark 14:19. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


For the second time in one week Jesus 
sent two of His disciples on a special 
errand. On the day which we call Palm 
Sunday He had sent: two (names not 
given) to bring to Him the colt upon 
which He would ride into Jerusalem. 
Now four days later He sends Peter and 
John on an errand of special honor and 
importance—to prepare the last Pass- 
over which He would eat with His little 
company of intimate followers. Notice 


that on the Sunday He borrowed a colt, 
and on the Thursday He borrowed a 
room—tokens of that poverty into which 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. March 1i.—Jesus Interprets His- 
tory ....Luke 17:20, 21; 21:5-38 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. March 25.—The Meaning of Christ’s 


Suffering Set ee Luke 23:1-56 








He came that we.might be rich. “For 
ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye 
through his poverty might be rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9). In this case the two disciples 
were to be led to the appointed house 
by following a man who carried a 
pitcher of water. If Jesus had said a 
woman bearing a pitcher of water they 
might have had difficulty, for that was 
a common sight, but here a man was 
doing the unusual thing. 

The passionate desire of Jesus to eat 
this particular Passover with His dis- 
ciples (v. 15) can be understood only 
in the light of His sufferings and death. 
This was to be the last Passover because 
now He Himself was to become the once- 
for-all Passover; and yet there would 
be another celebration, the triumph of 
His redemptive work in the Kingdom 
of God (v. 16). Between these two there 
would be Christ’s long fast, but for His 
followers there would be feasting. It 
would be a memorial feasting (v. 19), 
and a testamental feasting (v. 20). Every 
time we gather around the Lord’s Table, 
it isaround Him, to remember His great 
redemptive sacrifice for us, and to re- 
member that by His blood we stand in 
covenant relation with Him. The ele- 
ments of the service itself may be ex- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
UT of what Jewish festival did the 
Lord’s Supper grow? 


2. What two elements are used in the 
Lord’s Supper, and to what do they re- 
fer? 

3. What is meant by the Roman doc- 
trine of transubstantiation? 


4. Which of the Gospels omits any ref- 
erence to the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper? 

5. Where was Jesus “lodging” during 
His last week? 


6. Why would the man with a pitcher 
of water be a guide to Peter and John? 


7. How many “cups” does Luke men- 
tion in his account of the Last Supper? 


8. Which cup was used to institute the 
church ordinance of the Lord’s Supper? 


9. What two meanings of the Lord’s 
Supper does Luke mention? 


10. To what extent does the divine de. 
cree excuse a man in his evil deeds? 


(Answers on page 178) 
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ceedingly simple, but the meaning is 
vast beyond human comprehension. 

Sin stole into the Garden of Eden, and 
a traitor was present on that evening of 
sacred fellowship in the upper room. 
But sin cannot go unperceived in the 
presence of the spotless Son of God. 
It was brought to light and identified 
as the ugly thing that it was. True, the 
entire passion of Christ was decreed 
before the foundation of the world, but 
that offered no acquittal to those who 
took part in the evil deed. Judas acted 
not under any necessitarian force, but 
as a moral and responsible agent. One 
thing is sure, when the redeeming work 
is done there shall enter into the city 
of God nothing that defileth (Rev. 
21:27). ° 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. Hospitality for a significant occasion 

(Luke 22:7-13) 
2. Festivity of a spiritual nature 
14-20) 
3. Perfidy in a holy setting (vs. 21-23) 
Topics for Development 

Was Judas Present? Was Judas pres-’ 
ent at the institution of the Lord’s Sup- 
per? The question has been answered 
both yes and no, and it may be that we 
shall have no final answer until the 
mists of time have rolled away. As we 
read Luke's account it would certainly 
suggest that He was present, for the 
record of the announcement of the 
traitor comes after the record of the 
institution of the Supper. Matthew and 
Mark, however, both place the identi- 
fication of the traitor before the institu- 
tion of the Supper, but it is interesting 
to notice that neither Matthew, nor 
Mark, nor Luke says anything about the 
dismissal of Judas: this is left for John 
to relate. But John has nothing to say 
about the institution of the Supper, so 
in this matter he does not help us. We 
know that the Gospels do not profess 
to have all incidents in chronological 
order. I personally believe that Luke’s 
order is literary, not chronological. 
Rather than interrupt the story of the 
emerging of the Lord’s Supper from the 
Passover by introducing the identifying 
of the traitor, he holds this part of the 
story up until he has given the other 
complete, and then brings in Judas and 
what the Lord had to say about him. 
The sequence of the story as Matthew 
and Mark give it did not require this 
care. My own opinion, therefore, is 
that Matthew and Mark have the chron- 
ological order in this particular matter. 
I do not believe that Judas was pres- 
ent at the institution of the Supper. 
However, this is not a matter of ortho- 
doxy, and I have no quarrel with those 
who hold a different opinion. 

The Meaning of the Feast. (1) It is 
a memorial (Luke 22:19). (2) It is a 
covenant (Luke 22:20). (3) It is a proc- 
lamation (1 Cor. 11:26). (4) It is an 
anticipation (1 Cor. 11:26). (5) Itisa 
communion (1 Cor. 10:16), — 


(vs, 
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Practical Applications 

Blessed is the home whose rooms are 
all and always open to the presence of 
the Lord Jesus. 

The Lord never gives false guidance. 
You will always find things as He says 
they will be. 

Jesus fasts that we may feast, 

If we feast on Him, we shall one day 
feast with Him. 

Negligence of the Lord’s Table shows 
a callousness in regard to the memory 
of our greatest friend. 

Be sure that you do not confess Christ 
at the Table, only to betray Him with 
your conduct. 


Golden Text 

1 Cor. 11:26.—“For as often as ye eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come.” 
The word “shew” signifies “proclaim.” 
The Communion service is a constant 
confession that our trust is in “Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” It also pro- 
claims the blessed hope of His return. 

ELMuursT, ILL. 

He 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTtep HyMns 
“Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 

“More About Jesus Would I Know” 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose love sent 
Thy Son to be our Saviour, we thank 
Thee for Him, for His love for us, and 
for Thy love in sending Him. As we 
see Him in this lesson, facing the cross, 
help us to know something of. what it 
cost Him to become our Saviour and to 
see that it demands our wholehearted 
response. Deliver us from being easy- 
going Christians. Make us thoroughgo- 
ing in devotion to our blessed Lord. 

This is my~earnest plea, 

More love, O Christ, to Thee, 

More love to Thee, 
Send the message of salvation, Father, 
to all who are still ignorant of it. Help 
us to do our part in this. Be near to 
those who are sick, to the sad, the lonely, 
and the troubled, to help them in their 
need. Give us hearts of compassion and 
hands of helpfulness in bearing the bur- 
dens of others. Forgive our sins, free us 
from self-seeking and all that is wrong, 
and cause us to grow in likeness to our 
Lord, for His sake and glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—In the church of my 
boyhood they used to sing of our Lord 
and Saviour: 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

That Thou, my God, should die for me? 
And at the Communion service in the 
church where I now worship we always 
conclude with the hymn that ends, 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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But do we meet the demand of Christ’s 
love as we should? How many of us 
could truthfully sing, “Love so amazing, 
so divine, nOw has my soul, my life, my 
all”? Too often the things of earth so 
fill our thought and desire that,we fail 
to give the response we should to our 
Lord’s amazing love. 

That ‘is why we need to come to the 
Bible again and again asking the Holy 
Spirit to show our Saviour to us. That 
is why Christians need to come to the 
Lord’s Table again and again and re- 
mind themselves of His dying love for 


MY LOVE Dimanos 


them. He knew we could. so easily for- 
get His amazing love, and so He gave 
us this memorial observance that we 
might recall what pains He had to bear 
to save us, and to remind ourselves that 
it was for us He hung and suffered there. 

At a farewell meeting for a young 
woman starting out as a missionary some 
remarks were made by her father. He 
told how precious his daughter was to 
her parents, but said they gave her will- 
ingly to the Lord for His work abroad 

















The Supreme Imperative! 
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because nothing is too precious for the 


Lord Jesus. That was the word of one 
deeply in love with Christ. If such love 
is not in our hearts, our prayer should 
be, “More love, O Christ, to Thee, more 
love to Thee.” ' 
CALGARY, ALTA., Can. 
4 


‘ 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . the passOver must be killed” 
(Luke 22:7).—Lambs were to be slain 
on this occasion—and that fact is in our 
text—but beyond that one wonders if 
there was another person, besides Mary 
of Bethany (John 12:7), that really 
knew that the Lord Jesus was the Pass- 
over that “must be killed.” 

The multitude were observing a feast 
which commemorated their deliverance 
from Egypt (Exod. 12); They were re- 
peating that which had been done for 
thousands of years (Exod. 13:10). To 
them it was an ancient custom; and there 
is nothing to indicate that they were 
aware that this was to be the Passover 
of passovers. But the Lord Jesus knew 


“The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of wie World: Gonn 1:28) 
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that He was the Passover that “must be 
killed.” 

“Must be killed”? Yes, to glorify God, 
to fulfill prophecy, and to accomplish 
our deliverance from an Enemy of whom 
the despotic Pharaoh Was but a type! 
The Son of man “must . . . be lifted up: 
that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have eternal life’ (John 
3:14, 15). The Apostle Paul emphasized 
the fact that “Christ must needs have 
suffered, and risen again from the dead” 
(Acts 17:3). 

The Lord Himself said that He “must 
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and raised 
again the third day” (Matt. 16:21). His 
thoughts were toward us and our deep 
need. 

When George Nixon Briggs was Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts three of his 
friends visited the Holy Land. While 
there they climbed Golgotha’s slope and 
cut from the summit a small stick to 
be used as a cane. On their return 
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home, they presented it to the Gover- 
nor, saying, “We wanted you to know 
that when we stood on Calvary we 
thought of you.” Accepting the gift with 
all due courtesy and gratitude, the Gov- 
ernor tenderly added, “But I am still 
more thankful, gentlemen, that there 
was Another who thought of me there.” 


“There shall a man meet you, bearing 
a pitcher of water; follow him” (Luke 
22:10).—It was the duty of the women 
in the East to draw and carry water 
(Gen. 24:11). It would be an unusual 
sight to see a man carrying a pitcher of 
water in the street. The Lord’s fore- 
knowledge was manifested in telling 
Peter and John that it would be a man 
—not a woman—that would meet them. 
t is further manifested in the fact that 
He knew that “the goodman of the 
house” would gladly show them the 
“large upper room furnished,” which 
they could use, 

It is thrilling to think the Lord inti- 
mately knows us, our occupation, our 
homes, and whether our rooms are large 
or small, furnished or unfurnished—also 
whether we are perfectly willing to have 
Him and His disciples uSe them, 

Commenting on this verse, F. W. 
Grant, in his “Numerical Bible,” says: 
“Follow where the man with the water 
goes in, and there you will find the 
place prepared which only He can fill. 


For the Old Testament leads thus to the ’ 


New; the pitcher . . . to where presently 
flow out the living streams in their ful- 
ness. This seems to be the meaning 
which we cannot doubt there must be 
in the sign given to the disciples here. 
Christ was going to the place already 
prepared for Him.” 


“With desire I have desired to eat this 
passover with you” (Luke 22:15).— 
Something of the preciousness of these 
words can be grasped if we recall that 
our Lord 4vas the one who instituted 
the Passover in the first place; and now 
He was to fulfill it in its true signifi- 
cance. He was its Lamb—and would 
soon be offered in sacrifice—and the 
Passover would give place to the Lord’s 
Supper. In verses 15 through 18 the 
Passover Supper is described; but in 
verses 19 and 20, it is the Lord’s Supper 
that is instituted. 


“This is my body which is given for 
you” (Luke 22:19).—The Jews do not 
regard the bread associated with the 
Passover as .symbolizing the body of 
Christ. This is something different— 
something new. He did not say, “This 
do for a remembrance of your deliv- 
erance from Egypt,” but, “This do in 
remembrance of me.” The bread is the 
symbol of His body given for us on the 
cross. The cup is the symbol of His 
precious blood shed for the remission 
of our sins. : 

There are those who profess to possess 
the power to transform the bread into 
the actual body, blood, soul, and divin- 
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ity of the Lord Jesus. They claim that 
that is what the Lord meant when He 
said of the bread, “This is my body.” 
But the same persons do not understand 
the Lord to mean He was a literal door 
when He said, “I am the door” (John 
10:9), nor a literal vine when he said, 
“I am the true vine” (John 15:1). They 
know He was speaking figuratively, and 
so He is here. 

“For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s 
death till he come” (1 Cor. 11:26).— 
Could .words be plainer? The Lord’s 
Supper is a sweet forget-me-not feast for 
those who have placed personal faith in 
Him. He remembered us in our deep 
need. Now He wishes us to remember 
Him in His death for us. 

In a small Canadian city there was 
—and possibly still is—a striking war 
memorial. It glorifies the sacrifice of 
those who died to maintain justice, 
righteousness, and freedom. The monu- 
ment stood in a small park, facing the 
leading business street. The park in- 
cluded beautiful gardens. On the me- 
morial a light was kept perpetually 
burning. The place was called The Gar- 
den of the Unforgotten. 

The Lord’s Supper is, in'a real sense, 
a Garden of the Unforgotten Lord Jesus 
Christ, who gave Himself for us. May 
each believer say with the poet: 

According to Thy gracious Word, 
In meek humility, 
This will I do, my dying Lord, 


I will remember, Thee. 
—James Montgomery, 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, when our Lord Jesus 

arranged what is known as the Last 
Supper or the Lord’s Supper, He set the 
stage for one of the most significant and 
impressive events of His ministry. He 
made the bread and wine become sym- 
bols of His body (to be broken) and 
His blood (to be shed) for the salvation 
of poor dying sinners. And He en- 
trusted the perpetuation of this cele- 
brating feast to His disciples~and 
through them to succeeding generations, 
even down through nearly two thou- 
sand years to you and me this day. 

The one word I would like to fix in 
your mind for this lesson is remember. 
He said, “This is my body which is given 
for you: this do in remembrance of me” 
(Luke 22:19). Again, He said, “This cup 
is the new testament in my blood: this 
do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem- 
brance of me” (1 Cor. 11:25). 

You see, fellows, how earnestly Jesus 
wanted to be remembered. We so soon 
forget. Even the cruel suffering of our 
Lord we forget until some startling 
thing reminds us. 

Did you ever think of your mind as a 
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memory library? In a very real sense 
that is just what it is. Every day you 
put something up on the shelf of mem- 
ory, much like placing a new book in 
your bookcase. It may ,be something 
which should not be lodged there, some- 
thing unclean, spiteful, or untrue. It is 
bad, because you are apt at any time to 
reach up there and take it down like a 
book to read again. It should have gone 
into the garbage. Proverbs 23:7 says, 
“.. as he [a man] thinketh in his heart, 
so is he.” There are so many good things 
to store away in memory jfor future 
profit and enjoyment that it is silly to 
crowd the memory shelves with un- 
profitable and destructive things. 


Our lesson today offers a priceless gem 
for placing on memory’s shelf, and He, 
the giver of every perfect gift is the one 
who gives it to us for careful keeping. 
It is the reminder of what our Lord did 
for us on Calvary. “While we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
Remember, too, that as a sinner we are 
under condemnation of eternal death; 
but the broken body and the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ made it possible for us 
to be saved from that death. 


So, remember these two most impor- 
tant facts: (1) As a sinner I was con- 
demned, (2) but as a Christian believer 
I am saved through Christ’s broken 
body and shed blood. This is the 
supremely best remembrance we can ex- 
ercise.. This “book” should be constantly 
taken down from the shelf and read. 
Not only .did Jesus want to be remem- 
bered for His own sake, but He knew 
that remembering, you would be chal- 
lenged to the highest level of service; 
that you would be warned and guarded 
from many a temptation; that you would 
have the peace in your heart which 
“passeth understanding.” 

Thus when you come to the Lord’s 
Table, ask Him to keep this wonderful 
truth ever before you. It will make all 
the difference between frustration and 
a happy life. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
a 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


LS pragen years ago when I was teaching 
a young people’s class, one of the 
members. was a tall, dark-eyed high 
school boy, who was very quiet. More 
than once I gave him the opportunity 
to tell whether or not he was saved, 
but he didn’t speak. In spite of his 
silence three things made me believe 
that he had accepted Christ. First, he 
came faithfully, though no others of his 
family came at all. Second, he always 
paid earnest attention to the lesson. 
Third, he came to the Communion serv- 
ice, too, showing a reverent spirit. One 
Sunday I said to him, “Have you ever 
thought about partaking of the Com- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


munion, David?” He answered, “I am 
not worthy.” Instead of answering that, 
I asked, “Does the Lord Jesus mean any- 
thing to you?” I wish you girls could 
have seen the glow that came into his 
eyes as he said, “Yes.” “Then,” I said, 
“I do not know any reason why you 
cannot take the emblems in the Com- 
munion service. We remember the 
Lord’s death not because we are worthy, 
but because He is worthy.” 

I cannot now remember the rest of 
our conversation, but he did start tak- 
ing the emblems of the Lord’s death 
scon after and became a happier and 
more useful Christian. 

Let us turn to Luke 22:7-23 and read 
tegether about how the Lord’s Supper 
was instituted. In verses 8-13 we get 
another proof that our Saviour was God. 
If you or I were going to direct people 
to a certain house, we would have to 
Say that it was.on a certain street, or 
near a well-known building, or some 
such direction. But the Lord Jesus knew 
that they would reach the city at the 
right moment to see this man walking 
along carrying a pitcher of water. Water 
was usually carried by the women, but 
Jesus knew that this time it would be 
carried by a man who would gladly 
lend his upper room for the celebration 
of the Passover Feast. 

Did you notice that Jesus and His dis- 
ciples were there when the hour was 
come? No one came in late. Our Sav- 
iour knew that this was the last meal He 
would eat with His disciples before He 
was crucified. Doesn’t it touch your 
heart to hear Him say, “With desire I 
have desired to eat this passover with 
you before I suffer’? It was something 
He had greatly desired. 

Notice especially verses 19, 20. “This 
do in remembrance of me.” Some peo- 
ple call this Christ’s dying request, 
while others feel that it is a command. 
It doesn’t matter which way you con- 
sider it, if you really love Him. If we 
have any appreciation at all of what He 
suffered for us, we will want to re- 
member Him in the way that He said. 

The Lord’s Supper means so much to 
Him that its institution is recorded four 
times in the Bible. Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke each tell of it, and then in 1 Corin- 
thians 11, the Apostle Paul gives it again 
as a direct message from the Lord. 

Let us read 1 Corinthians 11:23-29, 
Notice that Paul did not get his direc- 
tions for the Lord’s Supper from any 
of the twelve apostles that were at the 
table the night the Lord established the 
ordinance. Years after He had risen 
from the dead and ascended to Heaven, 
the Lord Jesus still cared so deeply 
about the Communion service that He 
told Paul, apostle to the Gentiles, about 
it, so that he could give us this mes- 
sage directly from the Lord. 

Verse 26 does not tell how often we 
should do this, but it does tell how long 
the church ig to continue this ordinance. 
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(“Till he come.”) Right. Every time 
we take the sacred: emblems, we should 
look backward to the cross, and forward 
to Christ’s coming again. 

Verses 27-29 are the ones that bother 
some people. It may be that the boy I 
told you of was one of them. They un- 
derstood this passage to mean, “Whoso- 
ever shall eat this bread and drink this 
cup of the Lord being unworthy, shall be 
guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord.” But that is not what it says. 
Not one of us is worthy of anything 
that our Saviour has done for us. Noth- 
ing but His cleansing blood could make 
us fit for His holy presence. The verse 
says, “Whosoever shall eat this bread, 
and drink this cup of the Lord, un- 
worthily, shall be guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord.” “Unworthily” is an 
adverb and therefore modifies the verb, 
thus referring to the manner of observ- 
ing the Communion service. We are to 
do it in a worthy manner. The end of 
verse 29 helps us to understand what is 
meant by doing this unworthily, “not 
discerning the Lord’s body.” Every 
time we take the sacred emblems, we 
are to do it reverently, thinking of what 
it cost the Lord Jesus to purchase our 
salvation. 

I once was greatly shocked to see teen- 
age girls whispering and laughing at a 
Communion service. Perhaps they had 
never been born again. If so, they had 
no right to partake of the sacred em- 
blems. If they were saved, they were 
certainly doing it unworthily as they 
were plainly thinking of foolishness in- 
stead of about their Saviour’s death. 
This is a serious sin, so serious that some 
of the Corinthians who did it unworth- 
ily died. 

Now look at verse 28. In order to 
remember the Lord worthily we should 
come to the Communion service hav- 
ing examined ourselves and having 
confessed and made right as far as pos- 
sible every wrong we have committed. 
But notice that verse 28 does not Say, 
“Let a man examine himself, and so let 
him stay away.” It says, “Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread, and drink of that cup.” 

Some of you have never taken the 
emblems of the Lord’s death. Why is 
this? Have you misunderstood this pas- 
sage in 1 Corinthians 11? If so, I hope 
you understand now that every Chris- 
tian should remember the Lord because 
He is worthy, and should do it rever- 
ently, remembering how He bore God's 
judgment on our sins. 

Does the Lord Jesus mean anything 
to you? If He does not, come quickly to 
Him for salvation. If He does, do not 
forget His gracious words, “This do in 
remembrance of me.” 

FERNDALE, WASH, 

we 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Remembering Jesus (Luke 22:7-20) 


ET’S play “I remember.” Here on 

the blackboard is a list of twenty 
people who lived at the time the Lord 
Jésus lived on earth. (Tiberius Caesar, 
Simon Zelotes, Herod, Annas, Matthew, 
Caiaphas, John, Thomas, Pontius Pilate, 
Bartholomew, Zacchaeus, Andrew, John 
the Baptist, Simon Peter, James, Philip, 
James—Alphaeus’s son, Judas Iscariot, 
Judas—James’s brother, Zacharias.) Do 
you see someone you remember? (Check 
off each name as the person is identi- 
fied.) You will meet some of these peo- 
ple again in Luke 23 as you read it this 
week. You would not want to be so im- 
polite as not to recognize them! 

I guess you like to have people re- 
member you on your birthday. A birth- 
day cake, maybe a party and presents! 
Last month we remembered Washing- 
ton and Lincoln on their birthdays. Did 
you tell in stories and poems what they 
did for our country? 

The Lord Jesus did not want His 
friends to forget Him and what He had 
done for them. He did not ask them to 
celebrate His birthday, though we do 
that. He knew that for us His birthday 
was not important like His death day. 
It was the day before that death day, 
the very last day with His friends, that 
He ‘sent two of them to get ready for 
the Passover supper. Do you remember 
about the Passover? There were some 
awful secrets going on! What had Judas 
done the day before? He had promised 
to “tip off” the priests when they could 
get Jesus quietly without the crowds 
knowing it! But the Lord Jesus spoiled 
his plans all that day. The place where 
they were to eat the Passover was evi- 
dently not known to Judas until he ar- 
rived there (Luke 22:7-12). Who usually 
carried the water jugs? That evening 
they all came for the supper and sat 
down at the table. Oh, no, it wasn’t 
sat down in those days but lay down! 
Remember the couches? (The model 
couches and table used in a previous 
lesson may be introduced again.) 

There at that last meal together, the 


remember Him. There was bread, and 
a cup of grape juice or wine. I want 
you to read in the Bible and see just 
what He said and what it means (Luke 
22:19, 20). Like His stories, it is a pic- 
ture. First, the bread. What does that 
picture? Underline it in your Bibles. 
For whom was His body being given? 
For you! The dark red juice in the cup 
was a picture of what? Underline those 
words. For whom was it being shed? 
For you! Zacchaeus’s sins of cheating 
and greed had to be paid for by some- 
one’s death. Peter’s sins had to be paid 
for. Your sins had to be paid for. Do you 
see why His death day is more important 








Lord showed how His friends should ‘ 
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for us than His birthday? What a thank- 
you there should be in our hearts when 
we do this in memory of Him! 

“This do in remembrance of me,” He 
said (1 Cor. 11:24, Memory Verse). All 
down the centuries those who love Him 
have remembered Him this way, some- 
times every day, sometimes every Sun- 
day, or every month, or quarter, or year. 
He did not say when or how often. In 
hot jungles, in snowy lands, black peo- 
ple, brown people, white people, soldier 
boys on lonely outposts, sick folks in 
their beds, all who believe in Him, re- 
member Him. Let us read again the 
underlined words in your Bible, and then 
have a short time of thank-you prayer 
as we remember what He did for us. 

This week as you read the long sad 
chapter of His death, you will see some- 
one right there whose sins were paid 
for by the Lord’s death, 


Orono, MAINE, 
we 

The Lord that I have known as laying 
down His life for me is the same Lord I 
have to do with every day of my life— 
and all His dealings with me are on the 
same principle of grace—Keswick Cal- 
endar. 
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Passing the Watchword.—Ye do shew 
the Lord’s death till he come (1 Cor. 
11:26, Golden Text). We not only look 
back as we meet at the Table, we look 
forward; we tell one another what we 
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01152x Ruby Text Bible. White French Morocco, limp, washable, 
silver edges. Marriage Certificate. Gift Boxed. Oxford India Paper edi- 
tion: 3% x 5% x %”. $5.75 


03282x Onyx Concordance. Bible. White ‘Moroccoette, half circuit, 
washable, gold edges, center references, maps, Presentation Page. Oxford 
India Paper edition: 4%. x 6% x %”. $6.50 


More than 200 styles in 8 colors priced ‘from $2.15 to $265.00 


At your booksellers () ? 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc., 114 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 11 uaina 
Publishers of the Authorized King James Bible since 1075 Ohjord 
‘ ; 
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are phantoms; as little as our eating and 
drinking of them is a dream. .The Sup- 
per says, “HE IS.” It says also, quite as 
articulately, “HE COMES”; and we pass 
the watchword round—From “The 
Pledges of His Love,” by H.C. G. Moule, 
D.D. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


Mary Moffatt’s Triumphant Faith— 
Go and prepare us the passover (Luke 
22:8). Mary Moffatt labored for seven 
long years at Kuruman but without the 
slightest apparent result. Mrs. Greaves : 
of Sheffield wrote out from the Home- 
land asking if there was anything she 
could send that would help Mrs. Mof- 
fatt in her work. “Yes,” replied the 
dauntless woman, “send us a Communion 
service; we shall need it some day!” 
It took more than a year for that letter 
to reach its destination, and for the Com- 
munion service to be delivered at Kuru- 
man. During that year a number of 
Africans made the great confession; it 
was decided to welcome the converts 
into the church membership at the Lord’s 
Table; and the date for the sacred and 
joyous festival was fixed. And, to the 
delight of all concerned, a little box, 
containing the Communion § service, 
reached the mission station a few hours 
before the time appointed for the cele- 
bration.—From “The Three Half Moons,” 
by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Don’t Stay Away.—And they said unto 
him, Where wilt thou that we prepare? 
(Luke 22:9.) A man called his pastor 
on the telephone and said: “I’m not 
coming to the Communion service this 
time. I don’t feel prepared; and since 
I've been sick, I’m so shaky and low in 
spirits; and somehow I just feel I’ve 
failed the Lord so much.” The wise 
minister answered: “My friend, I’m 
afraid it’s your feelings you are going 
by. You know there’s a good place to 
prepare, and that’s in the sécret place 
of prayer where none but the Lord sees 
and hears. And no matter what your 
feelings are, remember ‘He ever liveth 
to make intercession’ for you. Don’t 
stay away from the Lord’s Table, friend, 
because of your feelings; that’s just what 
the Devil wants you to do. Meet the 
Lord at His Table and let it be a time 
of heart-searching and revival for you. 
It will be, if you will it."—As told by 
the minister. Sent by ‘Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


How Could I Stay Away?—With de- 
sire I have desired to eat this passover 
with you (Luke 22:15). True believers 
have a longing for the memorials of 
their Lord. Whitecross tells of one of 
the converted Greenlanders, who had 
taken a seal, and rather than. be absent 
from the settlement of the missionaries 
when the Lord’s Supper was to be admin- 
istered, rode the whole night in his 
kayak with the animal in tow. When his 
exertion was mentioned, he answered, 
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“How could I stay where I was? My 
soul hungers and thirsts after the Lord 
and His Communion.”—From the Illus- 
trator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. Prize illustration, 


The Omitted Ones.—This do in remem- 
brance of me (Luke 22:19). One day in 
a large church, the Communion service 
was just about to be concluded. The min- 
ister asked, “Have any been. omitted?” 
One person, kneeling, said afterward 
that as the minister asked the question, 
she could see women arise from the 
countries of the earth, and cry out, “Yes, 
we have been omitted. No one has ever 
broken the Bread of Life to us.”—From 
the Record of Christian. Work. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Reminders.—He took bread... Likewise 
also the cup (Luke 22:19, 20). Our Lord, 
who knows our nature perfectly, knows 
that memory is a light sleeper, starting 
awake at the very slightest knock. A 
bar of music or some familiar fragrance, 
and the past is all back with us again. 
A scrap of writing or a little shoe, and 
we are wandering through vanished 
years. ‘Often when we have sinned and 
fallen, and are in peril of the hardened 
heart, it is in such ways that memory 
awakes. Hence the simplicity of Chris- 
tian sacraments. They are not anticipa- 
tive; they are commemorative. They do 
not portray One who is unknown; their 
office is to recall One who has been here. 
So all that is needed is a bit of bread 
and a cup of wine on the table—and we 
remember the Lord’s death until He 
come.—From Dr. George H. Morrison, in 
the British Weekly many years ago. 
Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Nothing but the Blood.—This cup is 
the new testament in my blood, which 
is shed for you (Luke 22:20). There is 
a day coming when the shed blood of 
the Lamb of God will be the only badge 
of honor. You may wear the square 
and compass, you may wear the triple 
link, you may wear the woodman’s ax, 
you may know every grip from the 
thumb and finger to the whole two 
hands, but none of these will answer in 
that day. God says, “When I see the 
blood, I will pass over you.”—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
‘Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N THE long, long ago, even long, long 

before the Lord Jesus lived, God did 
something very wonderful for His people. 
They had been slaves in a foreign land 
(Egypt). Just before they were set 
free, God said He was going to send a 
death angel into the land. Each house 
that had the blood of a lamb sprinkled 
over the door and on the sides of the 
door, would be safe. But wherever 
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the blood did not appear, the death angel 
would kill the oldest boy in the house. 

There was much excitement, you can 
be sure, among God’s people. But at 
midnight the blood was on the appointed 
places, and the death angel passed over 
the homes of those who loved and feared 
God. And there was dreadful sorrow in 
the Egyptians’ homes, for each one had 
been visited by the death argel. 


God commanded His people that they 
were always to remember His care for 
them. Each year, He said, they were 
to celebrate the Passover (for that was 
the name given to that particular night) 
with a feast (Exod. 12). So the people 
obeyed God and remembered His protec- 
tion once each year. They continued 
doing that right up until the days when 
the Lord Jesus lived (and even today 
Jews still observe the Passover). 

Only a little while before He died 
on the cross, the Lord Jesus asked His 
disciples to prepare the Passover feast. 
Because He did not have a home of His 
own (Matt. 8:20),:He had to use a bor- 
rowed room. “Where shall we prepare 
the Passover?” the disciples asked Him. 


“When you are going into the city,” 
the Lord Jesus said, “there you shall 
meet a man bearing a pitcher of water; 
follow him into his house. Say ‘to the 
master of the house, “The Teacher sends 
this message to you: Where is your guest 
room? I should like to uSe it so that 
my disciples and I may eat the Pass- 
over.’ That man will show you an up- 
stairs room that is all furnished. Pre- 
pare the Passover there.” 

The disciples immediately obeyed the 
Son of God. And surely enough, just 
as He had said, they found the man and 
went to the room, and made ready the 
Passover. When the Passover time had 
come, the Lord Jesus sat down with His 
disciples. Then He said a most amazing 
thing: “I have had a great desire to eat 
this Passover with you.” But that was 
not the end of the sentence. No, indeed! 
He was eager to eat with them, He said, 
“béfore I suffer.” He had spoken before 
of His coming death (Luke 9:22; Matt. 
16:21; 17:12; Mark 8:31). They knew, 
therefore, that He was to die very soon. 
How sad His words must have made 
them! Perhaps they even ‘cried, though 
they were strong, big men. 

Why was He eager to eat this Pass- 
over with them before He suffered? 


Probably because He was glad that soon” 


He would be showing just how much 
He loved His disciples and the whole 
world. But His death was not an easy 
thing. And He wanted to be with them 
this one last time before He would suffer 
the many things that would happen 
within the next hours. Then, ‘too, He 
wanted to comfort them. They had 
walked and worked with Him for three 
years. His death would be hard on 
them. He wanted to prepare them for 
the shock of His terrible death. Oh, 
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ITS A LONG TIME 


In October, 1894, the Lord 
used a converted rabbi, Leo- 
pold Cohn, to establish the 
work which is now the Amer- 
ican Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. God has pros- 
pered and blessed this work. 


Sixty-one years is a long 
time—over two generations. 
Without blare of trumpets, 
this work has faithfully gone 
about the King’s business 
and has tried constantly to 
bear witness to the truth. Our 
witness has been twofold: 
first, to the Jew with the 
message of salvation through 
the shed blood of the Lamb 
of God} and second, to the 
church with an earnest plea 
that the Jew shall be restored 
to the place which God as- 
signed to him in His divinely 
appointed missionary pro- 
gram. The Lord has honored 
and blessed both of these 
testimonies, and it has been 
our delight to know that we 
are doing His will. 


_ We say all of this not 
boastfully, but in humble 
gratitude to the Lord who has 
put us here and cared for us 
through the years. “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” 


The Chosen People is sent 
to all who are led by the 
Lord to contribute to this 
important work. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MissiONS™ 

TO THE JEWS, Ine. 

236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 

New York 23, N. Y. 

Canadian Office: 

39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 
I do want to help the Jews. Here is $ 


Use ab bg F directs, to make known the saving 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ to Israel. 





Name. 
Address 
| Zone__._ State__. 
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how He loved His disciples! How He 
loves us! ' 

After the Passover feast had been com- 
pleted, the Lord Jesus started something 
which had never before been done. He 
took some bread in His hands and, first 
of all, thanked the Father in Heaven for 
it. Then He broke it into pieces and 
gave it to the disciples. As He did so, 
He said, “This bread represents Me, 
[Sometime before that He had said that 
He was the living bread—John 6:51.] 
My body is given for you. When you 
eat bread, remember Me and My death.” 
He was commanding them, by His words, 
not only to remember Him now, but to 
continue to observe His death by gather- 
ing together frequently and breaking 
bread. Not only would they be remem- 
bering Him by so doing, but others who 
would know of the _ bread-breaking 
would be reminded of the death of the 
Son of God. Just as the Passover re- 
minded the Jewish people of the day 
they had been set free from their slav- 
ery in Egypt, so the Lord’s Supper (for 
that is what the bread-breaking is 
called) would remind His followers that 
they, by His death, had been set free 
from sin. 

After the bread was eaten, He poured 
the juice of grapes into a cup and as 
His disciples drank that He told them 
that His own blood would be shed for 
them. He did not tell them to have any 
kind of observance of His miracles. He 
did not say they were to remember His 
teachings (as important as they are). 
But He did tell them they were to re- 
member His death on the cross. And 
what He commanded them to do, He 
wants us to do, too, 


LANCASTER, PA, 
w 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 170) 
1, The Passover. 


2. Bread and wine, symbols of Christ's 
body and blood given in sacrifice. 


3. That the substance of the bread and 
wine is changed into the substance of 
the flesh and blood of Christ, with His 
divinity added. 

4. John’s Gospel. 

5. In the Mount of Olives (Luke 21:37). 


6. Because that was unusual. Ordinar- 
ily the women carried the water pitchers. 


7. Two—“the cup,” and “the cup after 
supper” (Luke 22:17, 20). 


8. The cup after supper (v. 20). 


9. He speaks of it as a memorial (v. 19) 
and as a covenant (v. 20). 


10. Not at all. The divine decree lays 
no necessity on man, but leaves him a 
free mora] agent (v. 22). 


Extmuurst, IL, 
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Vacation in Hawaii 
(Continued from page 168) 


tour, THe SunpAy Scuoot Times will 
conduct the 17th Alaska tour this sume 
mer, July 2-27. Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Associate Editor, will be the Tmvgs rep- 
resentative on this tour. A card to him 
requesting the detailed folder will bring 
it to those interested. 


Children at Home 
The Faith of Matilda O'Neill 


Founded on fect 
By Esther O. Smith 


ATILDA O’NEILL shaded her eyes 

with her hand as she looked up 
the river and across to the shore where 
Frenchtown had stood. It was during 
our second war with England, and Brit- 
ish barges had passed Havre de Grace 
the previous day on their way to French- 
town. The little village had been pil- 
laged and burned and now the barges 
were lying at anchor. 

“T’ll be glad when the British leave,” 
said Matilda to her younger sister, Mary. 
“But I am afraid they will attack us on 
their way down the river.” 

Mary dug the toe of her shoe into 
the sand. She stooped and picked up a 
stone. Then she carefully skipped it on 
the blue waters of the Susquehanna. 
“Father is getting his men ready,” she 
said slowly. 

“Yes, Mary,” Matilda replied, “that’s 
true, but the men are so few. Let’s go 
home now.” 

Matilda put her arm around Mary and 
they started up the hill. When they 
reached home the family had gathered 
around the supper table, 

“Father had to have his supper early 
tonight,” said their mother, as they took 
their places. “He has a great deal to do 
before dark.” 

“We feel that we should tel] you our 
fears,” John O'Neill said as he rose from 
the table. “These British barges have 
been pillaging and destroying all the 
towns along the Chesapeake Bay. Havre 
de Grace will not escape.” 

He paused for a moment at his wife’s 
side. 

“We are erecting a battery at Con- 
cord Point,” he said in a low voice. 
“T am going to help mount the cannon. 
There are three of them, one nine 
pounder and two six pounders. See that 
the girls go to bed early, and I advise 
you to try to get some sleep. I may not 
return unti] late.” 

Matilda ran to get her father’s hat 
and she watched him as he hurried 
down the road. She was proud of her 
broad-shouldered father. 

Early the next morning, Matildg was 
aroused by a terrific noise. She jumped 
out of bed and ran over to the dormer 
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window. She saw several men hurry- 
ing in the direction of Concord Point. 

“Mary,” she cried, “the British have 
come.” i 

Matilda ran to her father’s door and 
knocked. John O'Neill, fully dressed, 
opened the door. 

“Matilda,” he said, “you and Mary are 
to dress quickly. Mother is dressing 
and she has the silver in a sack. You 
ate to hasten to the Pringle Mansion 
on the Post Road and remain there un- 
til the attack is over.” He held his 
daughter close for a moment, then he 
hurried down the stairs. 

When John O’Neill reached the bat- 
tery, he found several men there. Grape 
shot was flying thick around them, and 
the men tried to persuade him to leave 
the battery and take shelter in the Man- 
sion House. 

Hiram Dobson said, “It is useless to 
try to defend the town with three small 
cannon. The others are fleeing with 
their families.” 

“The more shame to them,” replied 
John O’Neill. “Let us stand our ground.” 

Dobson and the other men took their 
muskets and started across the commons. 
John O’Neill was left alone. He loaded 
the gun and it was necessary for him 
to serve the vent himself. As he fired, 
the cannon recoiled and wounded him 
in the hip. He seized his musket and 
managed to drag himself across the com- 
mons. Turning his head now and then, 
he saw that the British seamen were 
letting down small boats and preparing 
to row ashore. He used his musket as 
a crutch and had reached the hedge of 
St* John’s churchyard when he was 
overtaken by Lieutenant Westphal. The 
lieutenant had commandeered the horse 
of a passing farmer. John O'Neill was 
taken prisoner and carried to the frigate 
Maidstone. 

Toward evening the citizens, who 'had 
taken refuge at the Pringle Mansion, 
returned to Havre de Grace. Three- 
fourths of the houses in the little vil- 
lage had been burned, but the O'Neill 
home was stil] standing. 

The next day came the news that John 
O’Neill had been sentenced to be hanged. 
Matilda felt as though her heart would 
break. She hurried to her room, and 
kneeling by her bed, buried her head 
in her hands. A prayer Went up from 
her heart, “Dear Lord, if it is Thy will, 
please save my father’s life. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen.” 

As she knelt there, she realized what 
she should do. She rose to her feet and 
ran quickly down the stairs. She crossed 
the road and followed the path that led 
to the river. Her blue eyes gazed for 
a moment on the hills across the bay, 
then rested on the British frigate, where 
she knew her father was held prisoner. 
Close by, in the cove, Matilda’s little 
row boat bobbed up and down on the 
choppy waters of the Susquehanna. The 
auburn-haired girl realized her father’s 
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desperate plight and she had decided to 
row out to the Maidstone and plead for 
her father’s life. 

Swiftly she rowed the little boat to the 
Maidstone’s side. The British seamen, 
wondering what her mission could be, 
were waiting at the side of the vessel 
to help her on board. She implored 
them to take her to the commanding offi- 
cer and she was taken to Admiral Cock- 
burn. He sat at a table absorbed in some 
papers which were spread out before 
him. The admiral raised his eyes and 
saw the girl, who curtsied gracefully, 
and said, “I am Matilda O’Neill, sir. I 
have come to ask you to spare my 
father’s life.” 

Admiral Cockburn rose and bowed 
gravely to the young girl. 

“Matilda O'Neill,” he said kindly, “you 
are a brave girl to come here alone.” 

“I had to come, sir. I want to see my 
father. Please,” she pleaded, “let my 
father go home.” 

“Your father is a prisoner of war and 
has been sentenced to be hanged.” Ad- 
miral Cockburn’s eyes dropped to the 
papers on the table before him. He 
could not look into Matilda’s tear-dim- 
med eyes. “However,” he added, “you 
may see him.” 

“Oh, I thank you, sir,” cried Matilda. 

John O'Neill, shackled hand and foot, 
was brought to the deck of the vessel. 

“My child,” he exclaimed, when he saw 
Matilda, “why have you come here?” 

Matilda, bursting into tears, threw her 
arms around her father. 

The meeting between the father and 
daughter touched the heart of the Brit- 
ish admiral. Brave in battle, he could 
not war against the courage of this brave 
girl. 

“Matilda O'Neill,” he said, “go home, 
now. I promise you one thing. Your 
father shall not be hanged.” 

It was a happy girl who climbed down 
the rope ladder, sprang into her little 
boat, and prepared to row ashore. ‘ Ad- 
miral Cockburn slipped the ring off his 
little finger, and leaning over the 
frigate’s side, tossed it to Matilda. 

“Matilda,” he said, “keep this as a 
token of good faith between us and re- 
member that it is not beneath a British 
admiral to listen to the petition of a 
brave girl.” 

“Thank you, sir,” replied Matilda, “But, 
oh, sir, I am not brave. I knew that God 
would help me. You See, I trust Him.” 

Then, leaning on the oars, Matilda 
silently thanked the Lord for saving her 
father’s life. 

HAvRrRE DE GRACE, Mp. 


Full assurance that Christ hath de- 
livered Paul from condemnation, yea, so 
full and real as produceth thanksgiving 
and triumphing in Christ, may and doth 
consist with complaints and outcries of 
a wretched condition for the indwelling 
of the body of sin.—Samuel Rutherford. 
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if you want to earn extra money for your- 
self, your church, your organization, here ¥ 
is an easy and friendly way to do it in 
your spare time 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
We will send samples of our new 1956 all 
occasion greeting cards and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—take their orders— 
ond earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 
Send us your name and address. We will rush o full 
set of actual somples on appreval with complete detoils 
on how to get storted. 


| i REGAL GREETING CARD CO. a 
DEPT. $1.14, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 








ee 3 





TOMORROW’S 
CHRISTIAN AUTHORS 
ARE TRAINING TODAY 


“One of my short stories was recently pub- 
lished in a local newspaper published by 
Phil Kerr Musicals; Inc., called Melody,’ 
writes Leo L. Duncan of Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia. “The editor has accepted another for 
publication. Your writer's course has been 
of great value to me even in my speeches.” 


Mr. Duncan is a graduate ot “Beginnin 
Christian Writer,” Ew 'WI's basic home study 
course in Christian journalism. Providin 
personalized guidance by competent, train 
teachers, this course is designed to analyze 
your style faults—to give you just the help and 
encouragement you need. Housewives, pas- 
tors, stenographers, businessmen, nurses, 
cachet have found BCW to be helptul, 
stimulating and profitable. 


Total cost of the beginning course is only $15 
if paid in* full; $18 on the installment plan 
(three easy payments of $6 each). 


oaanimen ankarel Todey— —— 


CHRISTIAN WRITERS INSTITUTE 
434 South Wabash Avenue Dept. SS-36 
Chicago 5, filinols 
( ) Enclosed is my first payment on “Beginning 
Christian Writer.” Start my course at once. 


« ) Send Fe Lone : at) OH 
sample lesson. 


Neme. -scccccccccceessesecvess 
Addtom.ccscccesesesesscessees 
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Can You 
Travel to Alaska 
In July? 





You arevinvited to be a member 
of the Chtistian Fellowship vacation 
party, traveling to Alaska in July, 
1956. You’ve* never been on a 
friendlier trip, for here you are one 
of a congenial Christian - family 
traveling together especially for 
pleasure and to see the scenic gran- 
deur of America and Alaska. To 
begin with, the trip itself is un- 
equaled for. summer. Alaska is 
truly magnificent! 


Other advantages: You travel 
as on.a “house party,” in your own 
private Pullmans, and on our favor- 
ite ship, the S.S. Chilcotin, which 
we have used for many years. It is 
a sturdy, all-steel, 106-passenger 
Steamer (built expensively as a 
Canadian corvette), modern, safe, 
and luxurious. You travel in first- 
class style all the way, carefree and 
completely relaxed because escorts 
do all the work. Hotel, sightseeing, 
and other reservations are made in 
advance, so you enjoy a smooth, 
well-ordered journey. © (There can 
be ‘exceptions to this, as our 1955 
party ran into a strike, but for 1956 
all seems clear.) 


Outstanding always on. the 
Christian Fellowship vacation par- 
ties to Alaska is the lovely Inside 
Passage —a peaceful sea channel 
between mountains and islands, 
which invariably assures summer 
sailors of a calm, restful, and de- 
lightful voyage in the cool, ever- 
green, breath-taking beauty of the 
Far North. 

To picture and describe the 
Christian Fellowship July cruise, a 
folder “Alaska” has been published. 
Please write for your free copy to 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Come—Take—Learn 


(Continued from second page) 


means to turn from those things which 
in the past-have hindered. Let the 
government of your life be changed, 
says Christ. Dethrone the will of self 
by enthroning the will of God. Be 
yoked with Me. Join your life with 
Mine in a covenant of obedience. And 
there shall be found the strength to 
meet every strain. Take My yoke upon 
you. Live for others. “Rescue the per- 
ishing, care for the dying.” And as you 
get away from self, the rest of God will 
become an increasing experience. What 
blessedness there is to be found in such 
an evangel! You to your business; you 
to your home life—all with the yoke of 
Christ resting upon you; sent there to 
do His will, to lift the fallen, to save, 
and to bless. “Take my yoke upon you,” 
and as you are yoked to Me, there will 
be an increasing correspondence of heart 
between us. You will take My standards 
of value. And those things which you 
used to esteem so highly, you will now 
know to be but tinsel, compared with 
the gold that endures unto eternal life. 
The standards of the new life will be- 
come acceptable to you, and accepted by 
you. 

What a wonderful Gospel! Come— 
Take—Learn. The One who uttered 
these words knew al] about labor—the 
laboring Man among men. The sym- 
‘pathy, the perfect understanding of it 
all thrills the message. Trust Him. Draw 
near to Him “and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.” 

ve 


Summer Language Schools 





HE Summer Institute of Linguistics 
announces that the Camp Wycliffe 
linguistics courses for evangelical mis- 
sionaries and candidates will be offered 
again this summer on four campuses. 
The first year course is available on the 
following campuses: 
. University. of Oklahoma, Norman, 
Okla., June 11 to August 24. 
University of North Dakota, Grand 
Forks, N, D., June 18 to August 31. 
, Briercrest Bible Institute, Caronport, 
Sask.,. June 18 to August 31. 
Turnours Hall Camp near London, 
Eng., July 9 to September 21. 

In co-operation with the Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, Inc:, the Summer Institute 
of Linguistics serves numerous mission 
boards’ and stands ready to help men 
and women bring written Scriptures to 
the uttermost. parts of the earth. 

The purpose of the courses is to pro- 
vide language assistance to missionaries 
and candidates whose duties include the 
use of. the vernacular of the people 
among whom they work. The courses 
are especially designed for those who 
are ‘preparing to serve preliterate peo- 
ples; 6r to do some specific linguistic 
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task such as Bible translation, or to study 
languages for which written linguistic 
materials are inadequate. The material 
includes techniques for learning, writ- 
ing, and describing any of the approxi- 
mately 2,000 still unwritten languages 
and dialects. Students are taught to re- 
cord and reproduce speech sounds to 
formaulate alphabets, edit dictionaries, 
accomplish phonological and grammati- 
cal description, primer preparation, and 
translation. The courses deal with the 
general principles basic to all languages. 

Advanced courses are available at 
Camp Wycliffe schools conducted in af- 
filiation with the Universities of Okla- 
homa and North Dakota. All schools 
are operated on a nonprofit basis. 

Further information may be obtained 
from the Summer Institute of Linguistics, 
Box 870, Glendale 5, Calif. 


w 
With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
Ordered through the Times Book 
Service. 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional: and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








William Tyndale: Martyr for the Bible. 
By Cateau De Leeuw. (Association Press, 
New York 7; $2.) Clear, vivid, informing, 
and Reart-moving is this remarkably 
well-told story of William Tyndale, who 
as a brilliant young scholar, determined 
that “the boy driving a plow should be 
able to read God’s Word.” But, in the 
sixteenth century in England, a corrupt 
and powerful church was determined 
never to sanction a New Testament in 
English. Tyndale had to flee the coun- 
try, and, hunted and maligned, he lived 
in hiding in several European cities, 
while for fourteen years he gave his 
life to the task of translating and hav- 
ing. printed the Scriptures, which later 
became the basis largely for the well- 
known King James Version of the Bible. 
While the story is briefly and concisely 
told, it is an illuminating picture of the 
whole political and spiritual condition 
of England and Europe in the years 1522 
to 1536, the year when the great Bible 
scholar, after months in a deep dungeon, 
was burned at the stake. An interest- 
ing enclosure is a “Facsimile page from — 
the first printed English New Testament, 
translated in 1525 by William Tyndale,” 
who was truly one of the “Heroes of 
God.” ‘ 


First To Be Called Christians. By 
Ethel L. Smither. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn.,. $1.50.) Do you know 
how to make the stories in the Book 
of Acts come alive for Primary. chil- 
dren? Miss Smithers does an excellent 
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job of it in this fourth of a series which 
covers a good deal of Bible narrative. 
Here, at the start, she pictures an Upper 
Room home on the Jerusalem wall, and 
various needy folk who ascend its out- 
side stairs there to find Jesus’ followers 
and their loving ministry to their needs. 
Seven other stories follow, each complete 
in itself. Child listeners will thoroughly 
enjoy meeting the lame beggar at the 
Beautiful Gate; brave Peter and John, 
who became troublemakers for Jesus’ 
sake; and the good Roman Captain Cor- 
nelius. They will listen to Paul, as he 
tells his life story to the tentmaker pair; 
to the boy who overheard a plot to mur. 
der his uncle; to the courageous mission- 
ary riding out the storm at sea; and to 
a prison letter being dictated to Phile- 
mon. Color illustrations by Kurt Wiese 
and extra thrills. 


Wilderness Warden. By Edward C. 
Janes. (Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., New 
York 3; $2.75.) Dan Hubbard, ex-sergeant 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, desired to be 
a game warden, as his father before him. 
The large territory to,which he was 
assigned in the deep Maine woods had 
the name of being a tough area, with 
the game laws continually broken. A 
strong mystery runs through this clean 
and unusually well-written tale, involv- 
ing many intriguing characters. There 
is all the teeming wild life of a great 
game preserve, a beaver colony, great 
herds of deer and moose, and Dan’s own 
thrilling experience in a forest fire, Once 
he became lost in a blinding blizzard at 
below-zero temperature, when only his 
highly trained woodsmanship saved his 
life. All lovers of the hunt and of the 
great out-of-doors will enjoy this book, 
and especially boys and those interested 
in conservation of the country’s forests. 


Hallowed Harringay. By Edward O. 
England. (Victory Press, Clapham Cres- 
cent, London, S. W. 4; 4/.) The impact of 
the Billy Graham evangelistic meetings 
on various types of people is well por- 
trayed in this little English novel. The 
time is that of the Greater London Cru- 
sade, and Brian Dawson, keen and clever 
writer and staff columnist for a leading 
newspaper, finds himself obliged to re- 
port the meetings. His attractive young 
wife Joan accompanied him, and the 
message gripped her from the start— 
but not Brian! He then witnessed the 
conversion of a wealthy American busi- 
nessman, and also that of an ardent 
Communist, and countless others for 
whom the tall evangelist gave the ring- 
ing challenge that it was “God's mo- 
ment.” In the end, Brian Dawson and 
his wife are made “one in Christ.” 


Our Hearts Rejoice. Edited hy John E, 
Meyer. (Wartburg Press, Columbus, 
Ohio, $2.) Communion meditations by 
twenty-four Lutheran pastors are pre- 
sented in this book. The sermons are 
grouped under three major headings: 
“A Searching Preparation,” “A Joyful 
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Reception,” ‘and’ “A Dedicated Depar- 
ture.” 

There is much.that is helpful in, these 
messages, and many readers will give 
thanks for the clear teaching concerning 
sin and grace that characterizes this 
preaching. The Lord’s Supper is pre- 
sented as a high and holy privilege, 
available to all who love the Saviour 
and hate their sin. 

There is, of course, a strong denomi- 
national flavor. in the book. Many of 


S. Zz. We have the new pocket 

size as well as 35 other 
styles to ghoose from. 
Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Mein, Hamburg, New York. 
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your organization. 
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“EVANGELIZE CHINA” FELLOWSHIP, INC. 


An interdenominational Christian organization, working in the Far 
East and Southeast Asia. Founded in 1947 by Dr. Andrew Gih, it 
maintains a Bible school, a Christian high school, Bible college, 
churches, and orphanages. 

Your prayers and support are needed especially now for the task of 
helping some of the hundreds of thousands of Chinese orphans who are 
roaming the streets, without homes, without adequate clothing, and 
without the Gospel. 


U. S. HEADQUARTERS 
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1956 V.B.S. COURSE 
from Standard. 


© Completely New 
® in Bright Color 
® Single Theme—Adapted for 5 Age 
Groups 
© 10 Simplified Lessons 
Easy to Teach 
®@ True to the Bible— 
Practical—Life Application 
® Low Cost—For Schools 
Large or Small 















Every step in every lesson of this new 
course seeks to deepen the child‘s ap- 
preciation for the Bible and shows him 
how to use it as a guide for daily living. 

There are 10 simplified lessons graded 
for Nursery, Beginner, Primary, 
Junior, and Teen-age groups. In 
addition to the teachers’ man- 
vals (45c. each) and pupils’ work- 
books (25¢. each) in bright color 
throughout, there is a compre- 
hensive manual for the director 
(50c.)—all you need for an effec- 
tive Bible-centered vacation- 
school program. 

Dramatic visual aids and sup- 
plementary handwork are avail- 
able to increase the scope of this 
course. 


Pree NV. B. S. PLANBOOK 


[LJ Send free PLANBOOK [7] Send Returnable Intro- 
on “Our Living Bible” ductory Kit No. 9191. 
$4.00 valve for $3.75 


o Name. ...ccccccvcccesacccccccccccccecsecccesoseoeees 


Address. ...ccccccccocedccccecccccsoccpcccccocesceses 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati 31, Ohio 
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the writers take upon themselves the 
task of explaining the Lutheran doc- 
trine of the Lord’s Supper, insisting on 
the real presence of Christ in the ele- 
ments, and on. the fact that, while the 
elements themselves are not changed in 
substance, nevertheless, we do receive the 
true body and the blood of Christ to- 
gether with the bread and the wine. 
In accordance with the historic Luth- 





BIBLE BOOKSTORE FOR SALE 


Established, growing store on main street in the heart 
of Santa Bar , California. The state’s best climate. 
Excellent opportunity for retired couple to serve the 
church and community. Write: Charles D. Holsinger, 
2918-F Regent Street, Berkeley 5, California. 
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A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools 
_ By Philip E. Howard, Sr. 


Thousands of copies of this 72-page book- 
let, attractively bound with blue paper 
cover, have been placed in the hands of 
busy Sunday school teachers and Christian 
workers. Ten chapters of instruction and 
inspirational reading await you. 


40 cents, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 5 
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WANTED 


A Christian publishing company 
in the East wishes to contact a 
born-again Christian qualified as- 
a machinist-operator who can set 
type and care for two Linotype 
machines (Mergenthaler, models 
29 and 25). Please write to 


Box No. 731 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. i3th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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eran position, these preachers take their 


stand somewhere between the Roman” 


Catholic concept, which involves tran- 
substantiation, and the Reformed view- 
point, which usually stresses the me- 
morial aspect of the observance. 


Miss Frances’ Storybook of Manners 
for the Very Young. By Dr. Frances 
Horwich; illustrated by Mina Gow. 
(Rand McNally & Co., Chicago 80; $2.95.) 
In the first of forty delightful stories lit- 
tle Sally learned that a happy “Good 
morning” was a very nice way to start 
the day. It made both Mother and Sally 
feel good, too, and Sally also learned a 
secret: “It is more fun if you smile 


when you say it!” (This is a secret that. 


even grownups might well learn.) Dr. 
Horwich, known to millions of pre- 
school children through the medium of 
TV as the beloved teacher of Ding Dong 
School, is primarily concerned that very 
young children shall “realize that good 
manners can be fun and do make life 
much more pleasant for everyone.” This 
book contains everything that a child 
needs to know about good manners. 
There is a guide for parents in the use 
of the book which, in an informal in- 
dex, lists the great variety of manners- 
stories given. The stories are interesting 
and simple, and deal with the everyday, 
familiar situations that are so well 
known to little children. They will want 
to hear them over and over again. The 
book is generously and effectively illus- 
trated. It should be in every home 
where there are pre-school children, 
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Bible Lands Cruises to Visit Dothan 


HE Twelfth Annual Wheaton Bible 
Lands Cruise, now on the way, 
will be directed by Dr. Joseph Free, 
Archaeological Editor of THE Sunpay 





-ScHoot Trmes. One of the many signifi- 


cant Biblical sites to be visited by the 
tour members will be Dothan, sixty 
miles north of Jerusalem. This site is 
the place where Elisha was residing 
when the king of Syria came with his 
armies and chariots and sought to cap- 
ture Elisha (2 Kings 6:11-17). During 
the spring of 1955 the Wheaton Expedi- 
tion uncovered a section of the city dat- 
ing from Elisha’s day, confirming further 
the background of this Biblical event. 
The Wheaton tour members will see 
these new excavations as well as those 
of the preceding two seasons, during 
which levels dating from Joseph’s time 
were found, adding confirmation to the 
Biblical record of Joseph coming to 
Dothan to find his brothers ¢Gen. 37:17). 

Following the Spring Cruise, there will 
be a Summer Cruise, sailing the end 
of June. The Summer Cruise visits the 
same significant Biblical sites as the 
Spring Cruise, including Dothan. Both 
cruises are made up of Christians of all 
ages. 

For a descriptive bulletin, write Dr. 


March 3, 1956 


Joseph Free, Director Wheaton Cruises, 
Dept. S-33, Wheaton College, Wheaton, 
Tl. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, March 18 
3. What Does “Conversion” Mean? 
(Matt. 18:1-3; Acts 3:19; Jas. 5:20; 
Acts 15:3; Psa. 51:13) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

N ITS simplest meaning, the term 

“conversion,” or “to be converted,” as 
used in the Scripture portions indicated 
in our topic and in a number of other 
places in the Bible, means “to turn back,” 
or “to turn around.” To understand, 
however, why such a term is used we 
should know that the plain teaching of 
God’s Word is that the natural man has 
turned his back on God as sheep going 
astray (1 Pet. 2:25). As Isaiah describes 
man’s condition in chapter 53, verse 6, 
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way.” 


sg 

Natural man, instead of being headed 
toward God and eternal life, has his 
back toward God and is headed toward 
destruction (John 3:16). It is therefore 
necessary for man to turn around to face 
and walk in the opposite direction. But 
far more is involved in conversion than 


_ merely changing one’s mind, or changing 


one’s environment and habits, or being 
sorry for one’s sins. All of this is in- 
cluded in conversion, but no one of these 
acts in itself is conversion. 


ve 


Furthermore, conversion is not joining 
church or reforming the old nature. The 
natural man, no matter how gifted or 
moral or refined, is blind to the things 
of the Spirit and is utterly unable to 
obey, or understand, or please God 
(John 3:3, 5, 6; Psa. 51:5; Jer. 17:9; Mark 
7:21-23; 1 Cor. 2:14; Rom, 8:7, 8; Eph. 
2:3). 

% 

True conversion is a creative act of 
the Holy Spirit (John 3:5; 1:12, 13; 2 
Cor. 5:17; Eph. 2:10; 4:24). To be con- 
verted means to be born again or-to 
be born from above (John 3:3-7). The 
condition laid down in God’s Word for 
the new birth is faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ crucified (John 3:14, 15; 1:12, 13; 
Gal, 3:24). And “faith cometh by hear- 
ing and’ hearing by the word of God” 
(Rom. 10:17), either as it is read or is 
heard from the lips of a faithful witness 
or preacher. Conversion includes turn- 
ing away from one’s former sins and evil 
habits but it means more than this. It 
means turning to God and serving Him. 
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When Paul was writing to the Thessa- 

lonians he described their conversion as 

turning “to God from idols to serve the 

living and true God; and to wait for 

his Son from heaven” (1 Thess, 1:9, 10). 
4 

Conversion will certainly bring about 
sorrow for one’s sins and shortcomings, 
but merely being sorry is not enough, 
if that sorrow does not accompany a 
change of life and the turning of the 
heart to God, who alone can keep us 
from slipping back into the old life and 
old habits, 

% 

Conversion carries with it a responsi- 
bility of making the Lord Jesus Christ 
known to others so that they, too, may 
be converted and may love and serve 
Him (Psa, 51:13; Jas. 5:19, 20). While 
the motive for bringing others to con- 
version is far above the thought of com- 
pensation, nevertheless it is ‘good to 
know that the believer who faithfully 
seeks to win others for Christ is spoken 
of as “wise” (Prov. 11:30), and is, also 
entitled to the soul-winner’s crown (1 
Thess, 2:19, 20), which will be awarded 
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at the judgment seat of Christ when He 
returns for His faithful Church. 
4 
We should not leave the consideration 
of the meaning of conversion without 
emphasizing the terrible alternative men 
face if they refuse God’s gracious offer 
of salvation. We sometimes forget that 
that alternative is clearly mentioned in 
John 3:16, which speaks of God’s re- 
deeming love. He gave His Son so that 
men should not perish. ‘If we neglect 
or reject His loving provision in Christ, 
He has no choice but to leave us to the 
awful alternative of eternal punishment 
and separation we have chosen (Heb. 
2:3; 12:25). 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 12 to 18 


Mon.—Luke 22:14-20. 
Jesus’ Last Supper. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I have desired 
to eat this passover with you before I 
suffer.” In that upper room, the scene 
of our Lord’s Last Supper, we have the 
most memorable farewell in all history. 
Its significance will require all eternity 
to unveil its meaning and glory. Its mys- 
tery slightly‘ unfolds to loving hearts 
at Communion services. But it remains 
for the great supper in the Kingdom of 
God to introduce its eternal significance. 
May all of us who read these lines “eat 
bread in the kingdom of God.” Let the 
celebration of Communion be a solemn 
time for all. Pray for the widows of the 
five martyred Ecuadorian missionaries. 


Tues.—1 Corinthians 11:23-28. 
Observing the Supper. 


PRAYER SuGcGEsTIONS: “Let a man ex- 
amine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup.” Observe 
the Lord’s Supper as a spiritual check-up 
time and for remembrance of the blood 
of your. murdered Redeemer. Search 
your own hearts, as did the apostles, and 
ask, “Is it I?” He-who bore your sins 
in His body on the tree deserves that 
you should judge your sins which made 
Him mourn and bleed. Self-examination 
before Communion seems woefully rare 
today. Is Communion a spiritua] check- 
up time for you? Pray that it may be- 
come so in churches. 


Wed.—1 Corinthians 10:14-22, 
The Cup of Blessing. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Is it not the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ? ... is 
it not the communion of the body of 
Christ?” Appreciation of the body and 
blood of Christ at our Communion serv- 
ices should be melting. He loved enough 
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Righteousness i - Christ 
is now presented by the 


— to over 300,000 
pupi is in 1500 public “a ta 
ec hools. This 4th R can Uh 


iven to many more school 
be. dren as God makes it pos- 
sible through you. Write today. 
CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137, Lakeland, Florida 


NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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Moody Monthly is 
happy to announce 
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designed to meet’a 
long-felt need in 
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> Rane for boys 
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. + to delight and inspire 
young readers each month! 
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new Boys’ and Girls’ De- 
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BEAUTIFUL BLACK LEATHERTEX 
Luxurious overlapping covers, stamped 
in gilt, with red page edges. Red Letter 
Edition, 1152 pages, size 5-1/8” x 7-1/2” 
x 7/8". Gift Boxed Ne. 230C $2.50 





ZIPPER BIBLES 

Zipper- closure for protection and safe- 
keeping of notes. The zipper pull is a 
handsomely engraved cross. Otherwise 
these ‘Bibles have the same features as 
No. 230C, above. 


BLACK LEATHERTEX No. 231CZ— 
$3.50 


WHITE IMITATION LEATHER No. 236CZ— 


$3.50 


@ 


READERS’ TEXT BIBLES | 














BLACK LEATHERTEX with overlapp- 
ing covers, gilt stamped, red edges. Same 
as Bibles above, but Bible text only plus 
Bible Readers’ Aids, Presentation Page 
and Family Register. 1104 pages. Gift 
Boxed. No. 229— only $2.00 


with Concordance and 


Reference Supplements 


The beautiful age-old words of 
the beloved King James Bible now 
come to you in handsome new for- 
mat, with many new “high price” 
features at very modest cost. This 
completely new series offers you 
ideal Bibles for family or personal 
use, or for impressive gifts. 


@ Newly reset in clear, easy-to-read, 
completely self-pronouncing type. 

@ Newly revised Concordance, the most 
complete to be found in any Family 
Bible. 

@ 16 new full-color illustrations of Bibli- 
cal scenes, by a world-famous religious 
artist, 

@ 8 new full-color maps by a noted car- 
tographer, including detailed map of 
present-day Jerusalem. 

@ Illuminated Presentation Page and 
Family Tree. 

@ Bible Readers’ Aids, a $2-page supple- 
mentary section, invaluable in reading, 
studying and teaching the Bible. 

@ Printed on World INDO-TEXT,a 
beautiful new India paper, very thin 
and white, making a slender, expensive- 
looking volume. INDO-TEXT is 
available only in World Bibles. 


Wherever Bibles are Sold 


The World Publishing Company 
Bible Publishers:to America 
Cleveland 2, Ohio 


to leave His glory for this rebel world. 
All the woes He endured for our sal- 
vation should solemnize our hearts and 
melt them like wax. “’Twas our sins 
that made Him mourn, and nailed Him 
to that tree; ‘twas His love that brought 
Him here, to save such souls as we.” Pray 
that your Communion services may be- 
come Bethels. 


Thurs.—Luke 22:31-38. 
A Time of Sifting. 
PraYER SuccesTIONs: “Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may sift you 
as wheat.” Peter got into Satan’s sieve 
from that wonderful supper room. Spir- 
itual elevations are usually at the edge 
of a precipice. After high spiritual mo- 
ments come great lows of depression, 
Watch and pray. Beware of vain con- 
fidence. When we think we stand, we 
can slip and fall. The Communion Table 
has its perils (see 1 Cor, 11:26-32). Pray 
for more attentiveness to the words of 
warning, exhortation, and reproof of the 
Scriptures. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 2:8-13. 
“Remember .. . Jesus Christ.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Remember .. . 
Jesus Christ.” We need this exhortation. 
Many are forgetting the Lord’s Day. The 
radio, the press, the TV, and company- 
keeping use up sacred hours God has 
given on the Lord’s Day for holy medi- 
tation and good works. Every Christian 
is exhorted to “remember .. . Jesus 
Christ.” Do this daily, privately, and 
by family prayers and in Christian con- 
versation with loved friends, and by at- 
tending to holy duties, and helping God’s 
cause. Pray for more zeal for God and 
His cause. 


Sat.—John 17:1-10. Our High Priest. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I pray for them.” 
The only way salvation can come to men 
is through*the mediatorial work of 
Christ, the “one mediator between God 
and men” (1 Tim. 2:5). Our great High 
Priest, who on the altar of the cross with 
His own blood made full satisfaction for 
the sins of the whole world, now in 
Heaven maketh intercession for us. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other” 
(Acts 4:12). Pray for the ministry of 
Billy Graham. 


Sun.—John 6:32-40, The Bread of Life. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I am _ the 
bread of life.” Christ is the soul's 
only salvation and sustentation both 
in time and eternity. The simplicitygagew 
of the terms of salvation enable even®Om> 
a child to receive the Lord Jesus ands? 96 @ =< 
enjoy His goodness and mercy. “O” e@gego0 
taste and see that the Lord is good, "*Onww 
He is the manna of the soul. Whosoge we 
eateth Christ’s flesh and drinketh Hise ep@z 
blood has eternal life. Have you™ 2 
taken Christ into your heart by faith? ne 
Are you feeding on Him? Pray for @ w 
the greater expansion of the blessing a 
of The Sunday School Times to young 
married couples. 
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